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EDITORIAL

The main article of this issue is a profile of Morocco.  In it we gain an insight into the
country’s rich origins and history and some of the ties Morocco has with Europe up until
the present day.  Due to the complexity of Morocco’s history, as with most countries, it is
impossible to cover everything in depth.  Because of this there will be two more articles in
the next issue of the magazine which will further develop points covered in this one.
These articles will be on the Almoravid Empire and Western Sahara, both of which have
had a great influence on western Africa and parts of southern Europe up until the present
day.  
In the White Sisters’ main article, ‘The Birthday Party’, Sr. Beverly Lacayo tells us of
how a White Sister in the Copperbelt of Zambia helps to improve the lives of children.
Sr. Monique helps the children become aware of possible health problems which they will
face in later life.  She does so in an informal way in which they discover things for
themselves.
‘Home and Away’ once again brings us news of White Fathers and White Sisters both at
home and abroad.  In previous issues of the magazine, especially No. 305 of August-
September, 1992, there has been mention of ‘Club PAX’.  This is the youth club of Our
Lady Queen of Peace Parish (South ‘B’) in Nairobi. For many years the youth of the
Parish have been working towards setting up a Drop-In Centre for Street Children. On
pages 23 to 25 Fr. Ted Wildsmith tells us how this dream has become true with the Kwetu
Drop-In Centre.  

REPRODUCING ‘WHITE FATHERS - WHITE SISTERS’ MATERIAL

The text of articles from White Father and White Sister sources in this magazine may be
reproduced, without charge, if due credits are given to ‘White Fathers - White Sisters’. 

We would also appreciate a copy of what is produced for our records. The sources of
other material is normally given at the bottom of the appropriate page and it is
recommended that they should be contacted before use.

The sources of the photographs are given on the contents page opposite. Unfortunately it
is impossible to lend most of these pictures but if they are from ‘Vivant Univers’ then
more information about them may be obtained from:
Vivant Univers Photo-Service, a. s. b. l. Grands Lacs,
Chaussée de Dinant 111, B-5000 Namur, Belgium.

Any further enquiries concerning the magazine should be addressed to:
The Editor, The White Fathers, 129, Lichfield Road,
Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, England. B74 2SA.
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The Kingdom of Morocco, ‘Al-Maghrib Al-
Aqsa’ in Arabic meaning ‘the farthest west’,
is the most north westerly part of Africa.  It is
also the country on the continent which is the
nearest to Europe, just 17 miles (27 kilometres)
across the Strait of Gibraltar.  Due to its geo-
graphical position and history Morocco has had
very close ties with Europe for many centuries.
In fact it was the centre of the Islamic kingdoms
which ruled much of North Africa and Spain.

PEOPLE

The original inhabitants of Morocco are the
Berbers and they are still found mainly in the
mountains and Saharan areas.  They may be
divided into three main groups: the Masmouda,
the Sanhaja and the Zenata.  Over the years
there have been various migrations of people
into Morocco, including those from countries
to the south and Muslim Andalusians from
Spain.  There are about 80,000 foreign residents,
most of whom are French and Spanish.  The
majority of the population, totalling about 28.5
million, live in rural areas especially in the Oued
Sebou valley and the Atlantic lowland plains.  

Arabic is the official language and is mainly
spoken in the cities and in the lowland areas.
There are several other languages including
three Berber dialects which are spoken in the
mountainous regions and in the Souss.  French
is common, especially in Government and
commerce.  Some Spanish is spoken in the
north and English in the tourist areas.  

99% of the population are Muslim.  Islam is
the official State religion and most Moroccans
belong to the Malekite creed.  The King has the
title of ‘Amir Al Muminin’ (‘Commander of the
Faithful’). There is also a Jewish community
but the majority of Europeans are Catholics.

LAND

Two of Morocco’s borders are along a coast
line with the Atlantic Ocean, to the west, and
the Mediterranean Sea, to the north.  The
northern coast is lined by the Rif Mountains
with their highest point being the Tidiguin
Peak at 8,060 feet (2,457m).  The interior of
the country is made up of the Atlas Mountains.
These mountains are really three ranges which
run almost parallel to the Atlantic, from the
south west to the north east. They are, from
north to south, the Low (Moyen) Atlas, the
High (Haut) Atlas and the Anti Atlas.  

The High Atlas are snowcapped in winter
and reach an average height of more than
13,000 feet (4,000 m).  They include North
Africa’s highest peak, the Jebel Toubkal, south
of Marrakesh, at 13,665 feet (4,167 m).  This
range runs virtually through the centre of
Morocco from the Atlantic coast near Agadir
northeastward to Algeria, where it becomes
the Saharan Atlas.  The rolling plateaus lead
south and east into the Sahara Desert of
southern Morocco.  All Morocco’s rivers
begin in the Atlas Mountains.  Most of those
which flow south, such as the Draa, are
seasonal and dry up in the summer, as do
many of the lakes.

In general the rainfall lessens and the
temperature rises from the north to the south
of the country.  The northern lowlands, as
might be expected, have a Mediterranean
climate of warm summers and mild winters.
There is a contrast in annual rainfall and general
precipitation, including snow, from more than
40 inches (1,000 mm) in the Atlas Mountains
to 4 inches (100 mm) in the Sahara.  The climate
is also influenced by two other factors: the
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hot dry summer winds from the Sahara, in the
south, and the offshore Canary Current.  

HISTORY

Present day Morocco has been occupied for
many centuries.  Stone tools and cave paintings
have been found dating back to the Bronze
Age and earlier.  Between 475 and 450 B.C.
part of Morocco was ruled by the Carthaginians,
who named it ‘Barbary’ because of the Berber
peoples found there.  

The Romans overcame the Carthaginians
in 25 B.C. and northern Morocco was united
under their ally Berber prince Juba II.  By 42
A.D. Morocco, as far south as Rabat, had
become the Roman province of ‘Mauretania

Tingitana’.  The rest of the country was still
controlled by the Berbers.  The Roman occupa-
tion lasted for nearly five hundred years until
the decline of the Empire with the arrival of the
Vandals in 492.  At this time the Mediterranean
‘Barbary’ coast of Morocco was controlled by
the Byzantine Empire and pirates.

THE ARAB CONQUEST

The next major invasion took place in 680
when the Arabs, led by Okba Ibn Nafi, entered
northern Morocco.  Their forces swept from
the east, along the Mediterranean coast of
North Africa.  The movement continued and,
in a second wave, conquered the ‘Magreb Al-
Aqsa’ (‘the West’) between 705 and 711. 



The decorated gates of the palace in Meknès
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The Arab conquerors ruled Magreb from
Ifriqia, present day Tunisia, and the first
Governor was Mus Ibn Nisair.  The Berber
people were fierce fighters and retained much
of their autonomy though many took Islam as
their religion.  When the Arabs crossed the
Straight of Gibraltar, in 723, and occupied
Spain and Portugal the core of their army was
made up of Berber troops.  The armies reached
the plain of Tolouse and the Rhone valley
only to be beaten by the Franks at Poitier in
732.  In 759 they finally withdrew to south of
the Pyrenees.

During the end of the seventh century and
well into the eighth the Arabs established
themselves in Morocco.  Islam was accepted
by most of the local population.  The Berbers
followed the Kharijite sect and continued to
resist the Arabs and refused to pay taxes to
the Caliph.  The Kharijites spread from the
eastern province of Mashreq, to Sijilmasa in
757 and survived until 976.  

THE MOROCCAN DYNASTIES AND KINGDOMS

THE IDRISIDS (789-922)  The first Muslim State
was founded by Idris Ibn Abdallah when he
formed an alliance with Awraba Berbers.
Idris I was from Arabia and established his
kingdom in northern Morocco.  His son Idris
II founded the city of Fès in 808 and the
University of al-Quarawiyn, Tunisia, in 859.  

The Fatimids (922-1055) The Idrisid kingdom
eventually fell to the Fatimids in 922.  These
new rulers were an Egyptian Shi’a group which
had ruled Tunisia since 909.  They attempted
to control the Magreb but failed due to conflicts
with local Berbers and the Umayyad caliphate
of Cordova, Spain.  Their rule was finally ended
by the Bedouin Arab groups of Beni Hilal.

THE ALMORAVIDS (1055-1147)  The Berber
Almoravid kingdom was the first dynasty as
such and they invaded from Western Sahara.
Their leader, Youssef Ben Tachfine, founded

the city of Marrakesh (1062) and captured Fès
(1069).  The Almoravids united Morocco under
a single Government and had imposed their
authority on Muslim Spain by 1091.  A legacy
which they left Morocco was the Malikite
school of Islamic law, which remains until
today.  The Almoravids declined as a result
of the ‘reconquista’ (‘war of reconquest’) by
the Christian Kingdoms in Spain and the rise
of the Almohads. (See the next issue for more
about the Almoravids)

THE ALMOHADS (1148-1268) were another
Berber dynasty and they conquered the
Almoravids in 1148.  Abd al-Moumen began
to build his army by recruiting Masmouda
Berbers from the Anti Atlas mountains and
they spread into the eastern Magreb and
Spain.  Al-Moumen was eventually succeeded
by Yacoub al-Mansour.  During the 11th and
12th centuries many of the nomadic Arabs
settled in the towns and cities of Morocco’s
lowland plains.  This was due mainly to the
continual battles which were fought for control
of both Morocco and Tunisia.  The Berbers
taxed the nomads in return for their armed
protection.  In 1212 the Almohads were
expelled from Spain but they continued to
rule Morocco. 

THE MERINIDS (1269-1465)  As the Almohad
dynasty waned the Merinids came into power.
They were a Berber group from the edge of
the Sahara led by Beni Merin.  They entered
the lowlands and captured Fès (1248) and
Marrakesh (1259).  The Meridinids had just a
small base on which to build their kingdom.
Because of this, together with the continual
fighting between the Berber and Arab groups,
they declined.  It was during this time that the
Spanish and Portuguese began to gain further
ground with their ‘war of reconquest’.  They
took the Moroccan coastal cities of Agadir,
Ceuta (1415), and Tangier (1471).  Pirates
from Morocco and the other Barbary States
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along the Mediterranean coast
continued to antagonise the
European nations by attacking
their ships.  A ‘Jihad’ (Islamic
holy war) was declared by
various Sufi groups in order
to unite the people against the
invaders.  This culminated in
the Battle of Alcazarquivir
(1578), in which Sebastian, the
Portuguese King, was killed.

THE SAADIS (1549-1654)  The
Sultan Ahmed al-Mansour
(1578-1603) gained great wealth
by ransoming prisoners who
had been taken at the battle of
Alcazarquivir.  He built a
powerful army with which he
subdued the local people and
stopped the advance of the
Turks. Al-Mansour brought some stability to
the area and considerable trade.  In 1591 the
Songhai Empire, of the south attacked.  Al-
Mansour’s army beat them back to the ‘Sudan’
(Niger and Mali).  There he took Timbuktu
and captured the Songhai’s great wealth of
gold, slaves and the monopoly on the salt
trade.  The Saadians were too weak to hold on
to Timbuktu.  As a result of internal disputes
and the capture of Mediterranean ports by the
Spanish, the kingdom began to slowly collapse
after al-Mansour’s death in 1603.

THE ALAWITES (1666-)  The Alawite dynasty
took over from the Saadis and rules until the
present day.  They came to power as a result
of a popular Islamic movement among Saharan
Berbers.  Their first leader, Moulay Rachid,
took control of northern Morocco and made
Fès his capital after taking it in 1666 and
Marrakesh in 1669.  Rachid was succeeded
by Moulay Ismail (1672-1727) who pacified
the rest of Morocco, including the remaining

Berbers, and took the cities of Tangier (after
the British had left), Mehdia and Larache from
the Spanish.  He also successfully fought the
Turks in Algeria and made Meknès his capital.
Ismail built the kingdom upon a large ‘abid’
army which was not from the Moroccan society.
After his death the army fell away and there
were a succession of Sultans who no longer
had the military power to control the whole
country.

Morocco was the first nation, in 1787, to
recognise the United States of America as a
new independent state.  Sultan Sidi Mohammed
Ben Abdallah wrote to George Washington
to let him know that American ships would
not be hindered by the Moroccan navy.  This
was the foundation of a ‘Treaty of Peace and
Friendship’ between the United States and
Morocco which is still in effect.  It is the
longest standing unbroken treaty that America
has had with any nation.



Facts and figures - We are grateful, and wish to thank, the ‘Catholic Missionary Education Centre’ (CAMEC)
for supplying the statistical information contained in the boxes above. If you would like to know more about
CAMEC, please write to: CAMEC, Holcombe House, The Ridgeway, London NW7 4HY.
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The European interest in North Africa
increased in the 19th century and after the
French conquered Algeria, in 1830, they looked
towards Morocco.  The Moroccan population
was divided and could not resist the colonial
encroachments.  Sultan Moulay Hassan (1873-
1894) attempted to rebuild the army and keep
foreign powers out, but went bankrupt in the
process.  A little later Spain claimed parts of
the country - the enclaves of Ceuta (Sebta),
Melilla, and Ifni and, in 1884, made Rio de
Oro (part of Western Sahara) a protectorate.  

By the turn of the century competition
between European powers for control of North
Africa had caused several crises.  They gradually
reached various agreements concerning
Morocco with little respect for the people or
the incumbent Sultan, Moulay Abdelaziz
(1894-1907).  One key treaty was the ‘Algesiras
Act’, of 1906, in which thirteen nations forced
Abdelaziz to accept French and Spanish rule
in Morocco.  Abdelaziz’s brother and successor,
Moulay Abdelhafiz, attempted to rebel in 1907
but eventually also had to accept the ‘Act’.  

In 1921 a Berber revolt against the colonial
powers, led by Emir Abd al-Karim al-Khattab,
began in the Spanish held territories.  A
‘Republic of the Confederated Tribes of the
Rif’ was declared and the inland tribes were
also encouraged to rebel.  Gradually the conflict
spread through the whole of Morocco and
French troops continued to fight the rebellion,
which was only subdued in 1926 when the
Emir surrendered.  This meant that French
control extended over most of the country
and settlers began to take the best agricultural
land.  The Berbers in the Atlas Mountains
managed to resist until 1934.  

INDEPENDENCE

In the 1930s nationalism began to grow within
the country.  The main reason for this was the
discontent among people who had moved into

the towns after having lost their land to settlers.
Much of the nationalist thought was put forward
by groups of intellectuals such as those who
followed the Salafiyya doctrine.  The Salafiyya
had been active since the 1920s and they
called for various reforms within the country
but did not insist on out-right independence.

The discontent came to a head after a
terrible harvest in 1937 resulting in the
emergence of the ‘Al-Hizb Al-Watani’ (the
National Party).  They arranged demonstrations
throughout the country which were put down
by the Government.  As a result one of the
Party’s leaders, Allal al-Fassi, was exiled in
Gabon for nine years.  During the Second
World War, when Morocco pledged loyalty
to the Vichy Government, nationalism
fermented below the surface.  Once the Allies
liberated Morocco, in November, 1942,
things began to move again.

In 1943 Ahmad Balafrej returned from
exile and reformed the National Party as the
‘Istiqlal’ or Independence Party.  When al-Fassi
returned in 1946 he became its leader.  The
party began to call for independence and a
constitutional monarchy under Sultan
Muhammad ibn Yusuf (Muhammad V) with
whom they had established close ties.  The
situation became delicate after the Sultan
refused to sign various decrees put forward
by the French.  He was a symbol of indepen-
dence, especially after being exiled to
Madagascar in 1953.  

On the 2nd. March, 1956, Morocco gained
independence and the Sultan was enthroned
as King Muhammad V.  Agreements were
made with Spain which gave Morocco partial
control over the Spanish areas, such as Tangier,
Ceuta and Melilla.  With the support of the
Independence Party King Muhammad gradually
began to restore order and establish his power
base.  After rebuilding the Forces Armées
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THE COUNTRY

Size compared to UK: 1.823 times bigger.
172,272 sq. mls. (446,300 sq. kms.)

Human Development Index: 0.533 
(13th. out of 52 in Africa [’96])

Land Use sq. miles %
Agriculture 113,700 66.00%
Forest 20,072 11.65%
Other 38,500 22.35%

THE PEOPLE

Total Population 1979 1994
18,947,550 26,488,000

Urbanisation 1964 1994
Urban 4,070,963 (31%) 12,714,240 (48%)
Rural 8,893,887 (69%) 13,773,760 (52%)

Distribution of Working Population
1965 1994

Agriculture 4,112,277 (61%) 7,200,000 (45%)
Industry 1,011,216 (15%) 4,000,000 (25%)
Services 1,617,945 (24%) 4,800,00 (30%)

RELIGIONS

Religious adherence 1980 2000 (estimate)
Catholics 77,000 (0.0%) 40,000 (0.0%)
Anglicans 1,200 (0.0%) 1,000 (0.0%)
Total Christians 102,300 (1.0%) 132,000 (0.0%)
Muslims 20,256,700 (99%) 35,748,000 (100%)
Jews 15,000 (0.0%) 5,000 (0.0%)
Other Faiths 3,200 (0.0%) 6,000 (0.0%)
No Religion 6,800 (0.0%) 13,000 (0.0%)

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

1979 1994
Catholics: Number 74,000 25,000

as % of population 0.39% 0.09%
Dioceses 2 2
Bishops 3 3
Diocesan priests 29 15
Religious priests 83 49

Catholics per priest 661 391
People per priest 169,175 413,875

Lay missionaries - 6
Deacons - 8
Brothers 18 16
Sisters 460 301
Catechists 40 59
Major Seminarians - 1

HEALTH

The % of people living in
‘absolute poverty’:

Urban - 28%   Rural - 45%
Whole country - 37%

Church Facilities (’94)
Hospitals 1
Dispensaries 10
Social Centres 2
Other Welfare 9

State Facilities (’93) People per
Hospital beds 31,015 785
Doctors 4,946 4,710
Nurses 22,207 1,026

Access to: Rural Urban
’85-’95: Health services 50% 100%
’90-’95: Safe drinking water 94% 18%
’90-’95: Sanitation 18% 69%
Immunisation programme:
1 year olds 1981 1990-’94
Tuberculosis - 93.0%
DTP 44.0% 79.0%
Polio 45.0% 81.0%
Mortality Rates 1960 1994
Infant Mortality 160 56 per 1,000.
Under-Five Mortality 265 56 per 1,000.
Life Expectancy 46.7 65 years

THE ECONOMY

Trade Imports Exports
Food 17% 25%
Fuels 14% 14%
Basic Commodities 9% 29%
Machinery/transport 29% 6%

GNP (’92) $27,345,000,000 ($1,150.00 per capita)
GDP (’94) $30,803,000,000
External Debt $22,512,000,000 ($849.00 per capita)

EDUCATION

State (most recent estimate) Church (’94)
Schools Students Teachers Schools Students

Kindergartens - - - 24 4,506
Primary schools 3,752 2,182,348 80,833 28 8,988
Secondary schools 1,937 1,418,745 69,183 21 3,572
Tertiary 29 - 6,320 - -
Adult Literacy: of total population 1,764,937 - 2.0% (1970) 6,748,083 - 4.0% (1995)



Riding with the Atlas Mountains in the background - which can be snowcapped
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Royales (FAR) he disbanded the Army of
Liberation.  This was accomplished with
French military assistance and French officers
took senior post in the new FAR.  The situation
did not change as regards French settlers and
this caused disquiet even among members of
the Independence Party.  This in turn led to
the formation of the National Union of Popular
Forces (Union Nationale de Force Populaires)
(NUPF), in September, 1959, led by Mehdi
Ben Barka, Abdallah Ibrahim and Mahjib Ben
Siddick.  The NUPF did not have a great deal
of support but it reflected the growing opposi-
tion to the King.  There were attacks against
the party and police raids which forced Ben
Barka into exile.  In May, 1960, the Government
was dismissed and the Palace began to support
the Popular Movement (Mouvement Populaire),
a conservative rural party, to counter-act the
influence of the NUPF.

King Hassan II succeeded his father,
Muhammad V, to the throne on 26th. February,
1961.  A new constitution was adopted in 1962
which created a constitutional monarchy and
a legislature with a single assembly.  There
followed a campaign against the NUPF and
Ben Barka was forced into a second exile after
the party was accused of being involved in a
plot against the monarchy in June, 1963.
Urban discontent was influenced by the
neighbouring Algerian revolution.  In an
attempt to dampen this fervour, and under the
guise of recreating the ‘Greater Morocco’, on
the 16th. October of that year, the Moroccan
Army invaded part of Algeria as far as Tindouf.
When protests began in Casablanca, March,
1965, over high prices and unemployment,
they were severely put down by the army with
an estimated 400 deaths.  In his absence Ben
Barka, the leader of the NUPF, was condemned
to death for his part in the plot and for voicing
his opposition to the invasion of Algeria.  He
was eventually assassinated in France in

October, 1965.  The NUPF split and Ben
Barka’s followers were banned.  The other
NUPF faction, headed by Abderrahim
Bouabid, was renamed the Socialist Union
and took a place in Parliament.  

In an attempt to improve the political
situation a new constitution was adopted in a
1972 referendum.  The size of the Chamber
of Representatives was increased and was
given more legislative power.  Two thirds of
the members would be elected by direct
universal suffrage and one third by the electoral
college, with each member serving a six-year
terms.  The Independence Party and NUPF
formed a united opposition front - the ‘Al-Kutla
Al-Wataniya’ - and boycotted the elections.

The King’s political frailty was a factor in
turning members of the armed forces against
him and there were several coup attempts in
the early 1970s.  Also, in March, 1973, Libyan-
backed guerrillas fought in the mountains
without gaining ground.  A radical wing of
the NUPF was banned and some of its members
arrested, and even executed after the fighting
in the mountains.  The wing became the Union
Socialiste des Force Populaires (USFP) in
1974.  The King attempted to increase his
popularity by doing several things.  These
included industrial and agricultural reforms
and commencing diplomatic moves to control
Western Sahara.

WESTERN SAHARA

It is said by many that Morocco had designs
on the former ‘Spanish Sahara’ from before
independence in 1956.  The Moroccan Govern-
ment wished to create a ‘Greater Morocco’
which, it is claimed, took in as far south as
most of present-day Mauritania.  Morocco
and Mauritania both pressed their claim on
the ‘Spanish Sahara’ up until the mid-1970s
and disagreed with Spain’s plan to give the
territory independence.  In 1973 this led to
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formation of the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Saguia el Hamra
and Rio de Oro (Polisario) and the
start of a long armed struggle.  

The United Nations General
Assembly asked the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) to look into
the dispute.  In October, 1975, the
ICJ ruled that neither Morocco or
Mauritania should have sovereignty
over the newly named ‘Western
Sahara’.  The Moroccan response
was the ‘Green March’, the mobilisa-
tion of 350,000 unarmed civilians
who walked into the territory on 6th.
November.  The Moroccan army
soon followed and the gradual
annexation of Western Sahara began.
(See the next issue for more on the
Western Sahara).

THE 1980S

In 1980-81 there was a severe drought
and subsequent food shortages forced
the Government to increase food
imports.  The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) helped with emergency loans but these
carried the conditions of eliminating food and
housing subsidies thus bringing more hardships
on the population.  The prolonged drought
and the costly war in Western Sahara was
beginning to damage the Moroccan economy.  

International observers questioned the
results of the municipal elections on 10th. June,
1983.  The opposition parties denounced the
electoral fraud, and accused King Hassan of
flaunting the will of the people.  The following
year there were Parliamentary elections.  306
seats were filled by direct election and 100
by the electoral college.  In 1986 King Hassan
celebrated the 25th anniversary of his rule
and he still remained firmly in control.  The
improved relations between Algeria and

Morocco, in 1988, brought about the construc-
tion of a gas pipeline across the Strait of
Gibraltar to Cordova joining the two countries
to Europe.  

THE 1990S

In 1991 Morocco was part of the American-
led alliance against Iraq in the Gulf War.  This
was not fully appreciated within the country
and large demonstrations against the war
reflected the growing influence of ‘Islamic
Fundamentalists’.  Morocco had long been an
American ally and the USA has considered
the country as a buttress against the Islamic
influences coming from the east. It has
shown its support both politically and
financially on several occasions.  Morocco
also holds a strategic position at the entrance



Off to hoe the fields near Tournée d’Agouim
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to the Mediterranean Sea at the Strait of
Gibraltar.  By necessity the country is a
precious friend to Western countries and
offers port facilities to French warships and
the US Sixth Fleet.  

King Hassan dismissed the Cabinet and
replaced the entire executive branch in August,
1992.  A Government referendum, on 4th.
September approved a new constitution
designed to extend Parliament’s powers
although the King still chose the Prime
Minister. The opposition parties rejected the
new electoral legislation, and called for a
boycott of the referendum which, despite
this, had a large turn-out.

The communal elections were still held
on 16th. October and were marred by violence
following the murder of Mohammed Laâbali
of the Party of Progress and Socialism (PPS).
From the 75% turn-out the governing
Rasemblement National des Indépendants (RNI)
gained 21% of the seats.  These councillors
play an important role as they select the one-
third of Parliamentary seats which are not
directly elected.  

Because of the electoral changes the coalition
of opposition parties - ‘Koutla’ - asked for
the Parliamentary elections to be delayed.
When they did take place on 25th. June, 1993,
opposition parties won 99 of the 222 seats
but they refused to participate in the second
round which was held in September.  In an
effort to bring the ‘Koutla’ parties into main-
stream politics, King Hassan offered them
nineteen minor ministerial post in the new
Government of 1994.  The coalition declined
and the Government was finally named in
January, 1995, and things continued virtually
as before.  

It would appear that the King’s changed
approach to the ‘Koutla’ probably had something
to do with EU threats on finances in 1992.

There was, and still is, much concern about
Morocco’s human rights record.  It is believed
that King Hassan wishes full integration with
the EU, including the ‘converging financing’
which has been given to less-developed
members of the Union.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Morocco does not have a glowing human
rights record.  After thirty years of what is
virtually a one party state - despite being a
‘Constitutional Monarchy’ - there is very little
tolerance of opposition and leanings to the
left.  Many human rights organisations, both
Moroccan and International, have recorded
the abuses especially in connection with
Morocco’s occupation of Western Sahara and
the treatment of both Moroccans and Sahrawis
(people from Western Sahara).  

There were some improvements in the mid-
1990s and the King has regularly granted
pardons to political prisoners.  He has also
recently proposed that the unelected
Members of Parliament could be transformed
into an upper house.  Dialogue between the
Government and international human rights
organisations, such as Amnesty International,
has expanded.  Some people in self-imposed
exile have taken advantage of a Government
amnesty and returned home.  There has also
been an attempt to reduce corruption in the
judicial system.  

The Moroccan security system is made up
of several police and paramilitary organisations
whose activities are coordinated by the Ministry
of Interior and Information.  The majority of
accusations of human rights abuses are levelled
at the Ministry which oversees almost every
aspect of life that may be problematic to the
State and directs the Security Forces accordingly.  

The Moroccan legal system has two distinct
parts: the secular and the Islamic.  The secular
system is partly based on the French legal
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practice and the judges
are trained in this
tradition.  Islamic court
cases are decided on
the Koran and Shari’a
law.  The judges are
clerics who are not
trained in civil law, but
recently appointees have
had a formal education
in Islamic law.  The
fairness of some of the
secular trials may be
questioned due to
various factors involved.
Cash payments (bribes)
to judges are given
routinely in minor
criminal cases.  Cases
often depend upon a
confession and sources
say that these are some-
times obtained under
duress.  

The phenomenon of the ‘disappearance’ of
Sahrawis and Moroccans who oppose the
Government’s views has been known in both
Morocco and Western Sahara for many years.
Some of the military personnel who were
involved in attempts to overthrow the
Government in 1971 and 1972 ‘disappeared’.
There are secret detention centres where these
prisoners are held incommunicado for up to
fifteen years.  Some are released each year
but many are never heard of again.

In theory there is freedom of worship in
Morocco, but in practice only Islam, Christianity,
and Judaism are tolerated.  Following Islamic
law it is forbidden for a Muslim to convert to
any other religion.  Also any attempt to convert
Muslims is punishable by imprisonment.  For
this reason missionaries restrict their work to

ministering to the non-Muslim population.
Islam is Morocco’s official religion  but despite
this it does not leave the Muslim community
completely free to worship and gather as they
wish.  The Government  monitors Friday
mosque sermons and what is taught in Koranic
schools.  Sometimes the Security Forces close
mosques after the Friday services to limit
unauthorised political activity.  ‘Islamic
Fundamentalist’ groups are tolerated but
usually restrict themselves to educational and
charitable work.  

THE ECONOMY

For many years the Moroccan economy has
been highly dependent on three fields: tourism,
agriculture and mining.  There are also two
‘invisible trades’, the transfer of money from
Moroccans working abroad and the smuggling



Child labour is often used in the Moroccan carpet and textile industries
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of hashish, the illicit drug - estimates have
valued the latter trade at about US$2 billion a
year.  By the late 1970s Morocco had borrowed
so much money that it was one of the most
indebted countries in the developing world.
A structural adjustment programme began in
1983 and has resulted in diversification in the
Moroccan economy and privatisation.  

Much of Morocco’s foreign trade is with
European Union (EU) countries, with which
it has had preferred status since 1976 and has
attempted to join on at least two occasions.
More than 58% of its exports go to the EU
and over 51% of imports are from there.  It is
estimated that more than a million and a half
Moroccans work abroad.  The wages earned
by them, and money from tourism, are an
important source of foreign exchange.  In 1993
Tourism brought in US$1.23 billion from 2.9
million visitors.  The early 1990s were not as
good as hoped due to the European recession
and the Gulf War. 

1993 and 1994 saw some improvements
in the economy as the IMF recommendations
of cut-backs and privatisation were gradually
put into practice.  Still the economy is vulnerable
to climatic changes, such as the droughts in
the early 1980s and 1990s.  Morocco’s image
has changed in the eyes of the business world.
One reason for this is the Casablanca Stock
Exchange which is widely regarded as second
in Africa only to that of Johannesburg.  This
has been reflected in both the USA and UK
stock markets.

About 75% of the world’s known phosphate
reserves are to be found in Morocco.  Within
its borders are half the world’s known reserves
of 18,000 million metric tonnes.  Together
with Western Sahara, especially the reserves
at Bou Kra, it makes Morocco the world’s
largest exporter of phosphate and the third
largest producer - after the USA and former

Soviet Union.  In the first half of 1994 exports
realised US$485 million.  Phosphate rock,
phosphoric acid, and fertilizer are the main
sources of export earnings.  At Bou Kra the
phosphate is transported to the coast, near
Laâyoune, on a conveyor belt  Deposits of
copper, rock salt, petroleum, iron ore, coal,
lead, manganese, and zinc are also found in
the country.  

Most of the manufacturing side of the
country’s economy is to be found around
Casablanca, Safi and Rabat.  Here phosphates
and foods are also processed.  Morocco is
almost totally dependent on imported petroleum
but there is a small oil field at Sidi Ghalem
and there are oil-shale deposits in the Atlas
Mountains which have not been exploited.

Agriculture forms a major part of the
country’s economy and occupies about half of
the work force.  Produce for both domestic
consumption and export are mainly grown
along the Atlantic coastal plain.  The country
is self-sufficient in most food products, but
still imports wheat and sugar.  In the early
1990s food imports made up about 12% of the
trade deficit.  Agricultural produce - mainly
fruits and tomatoes - now account for a quarter
of total exports with the largest share of this
going to the EU under a 1990 quota agreement.
There are also rich fishing grounds offshore in
the Atlantic. These are frequented by many
foreign boats and Morocco exports fish to the
EU.  Recently a fishing accord and an association
agreement between the EU and Morocco have
been signed and it is hoped that a free trade
zone will be established by the year 2010.  

THE CHURCH

Christianity arrived in Morocco during
Roman times.  In the third century, 298,
Saints Marcellus and Cassian, the centurion
and court recorder respectively, were martyred
in Tangiers for declaring that they were
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Christians.  When the
Arabs invaded in the
seventh century almost
all traces of Christianity
were wiped out except
for a small presence
which was kept going
by Christians who
were brought as slaves
and by chaplains to the
European military and
merchants.  

When St. Francis
of Assisi founded his
order he sent mission-
aries to Morocco and he
also spent some time
there, around 1214,
before falling ill.  Five
of the Franciscans were
martyred on the 16th.
January, 1220.  The
dedication of these friars
so impressed St. Anthony of Padua that he
joined the Franciscans and he spent some time
in Ceuta before having to return to Europe
because of ill health.  

The Church continued to develop and the
diocese of Marrakesh was founded in 1234, but
was later suppressed as a ‘residential see’ in
1566.  The Franciscan Missions in Fès and
Marrakesh were run from the Province of St.
Diego in Andalucia, Spain, in 1641 and the
superior was given the faculties of Prefect
Apostolic.  In a decree of 10th. August, 1859,
the Prefecture was handed over to the College
of St. Giacomo of Compostella, and later to
the College of Chiplona.  The 14th. April,
1908, saw the Mission become a Vicariate
and in 1923 the Vicariate of Rabat (French
Morocco) was taken from it.  The two Arch-
dioceses of Rabat and Tangiers reflect the two

different cultural presences in the country - the
Spanish and the French.  

Because of the religious and political
situation the role of the Church is very much
as a ‘presence’, but it is quite involved in
education and Islam-Christian dialogue.  King
Hassan recognised the competence of the
Church in a document published on 19th.
December, 1994, and recognised its right to
freedom of worship.  Pope John Paul II
visited Morocco on 19th. August, 1985, at
the invitation of King Hassan in his capacity
as the President of the Islamic Committee of
Jerusalem.  The flying visit took place when
the Pope was returning from the Eucharistic
Congress in Nairobi and he spent about seven
hours in Morocco.  During his visit to Casablanca
the Pope addressed a gathering of 80,000
young Moroccans.  



Answering questions at a party

The questions for the next week’s meeting
are given: “What two diseases do men get
more often than women?” This is a real brain
teaser and the kids usually have to ask around
to try to find answers.  The ‘answers’ she is
trying to get at are ‘heavy drinking’ and ‘drug
abuse’.  But even most adults don’t get this
one, Monique says because they don’t think
of alcoholism or sniffing petrol or smoking
cannabis as diseases.  They don’t distinguish
between the common pastimes of men at the
month’s end when they receive their wages,
and the addictions which ravage their health.
But it is very important for the children to begin
to see these habits as dangerous to their health
rather than ‘the male thing to do.’

The other question during that second meet-
ing is, “Why do you play together?” This one

is easy and fun for them. It is meant to help
them become comfortable as a group and to dis-
cover their strengths.  She wants them to feel
a certain cohesion so that they will be able to
continue as a peer support group after the party.

And so it goes on for six weeks with new
discoveries for the children at each ten minute
meeting until the climax of the Birthday Party.

Backed by Southern African Training
(SAT), a creation of the Canadian Public Health
Association which collaborates with UNICEF
at local level, Monique tested her plan through
a pilot project in Zambia’s high density urban
Copperbelt.  It was so popular that it gave her
the confirmation she needed to enlist both the
Zambian Ministry of Education and the Ministry
of Health in supporting the project by seconding
personnel: two nurses and six teachers.
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Sr. Monique in the ‘Club 10’ car

Overheard recently in a shanty town in Zambia: 
“There’s a huge birthday party coming up!”
“You’ve got to be ten years old or at most

eleven. Are you coming?”
“Come on, there’s one on today!”
“What’s a birthday party anyway?”
“Keep quiet or they’ll know you are a country

bumpkin!”
The children are gathered on a mud road in
front of Mulenga’s house.  They already know
about the new disease.  Uncles, aunts, older
brothers and sisters, sometimes one or both
parents have died.  But they don’t yet know
that the Birthday Party may save lives.

Rich or poor, literate or not, boy or girl, in
school or on the street ... the only thing that
matters is to be ten - more or less.  Sister
Monique Racine, a tiny vivacious nurse from
Montreal, has been calling the children together
since 1993.  She speaks to them in Bemba and
she knows how to capture their imagination.

She also knows where she wants to lead
them.  Having worked as a nurse in Zambia
for twenty-five years, she was determined to
find a way to help the younger generation of
Zambians to opt for a healthy lifestyle by
avoiding drugs, alcohol abuse and AIDS.

“You have to start before they reach puber-
ty,” she says.  That’s why she has called her
informal gatherings ‘Club 10’ and lured the
children on with the promise of a big Birthday
Party when they turn eleven.  Most of them
don’t even know what a birthday party is, in
our Western sense.  They have a vague idea
that it’s a time of fun and it’s something to do
together with their friends.

“That’s enough” says Monique. ”They can
be called together in five minutes.  And the
meeting lasts about ten minutes, just long
enough to keep them focussed.  They know
that if they have attended all five meetings,
one each week, the sixth one will be the
Birthday Party.”

What has that got to do with preventing
drug and alcohol abuse and avoiding AIDS?
You’ve got to be a kid at heart, like Monique,
to understand.  At each meeting she asks just
one or two easy questions, which the boys
and girls (fifteen to twenty of them) gathered
at one of the children’s houses have to answer
by the following week.  Any answer is accepted.
The sole object is to have the kids to think
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The Birthday Party
by Sr. Beverly Lacayo W.S.

and talk about it.  But through their answers
she is trying to get at something.  And they
always find it, together.

“What do you need to reach your next
birthday?” she or one of the Zambian nurses
or teachers who collaborate on the project
ask the children the first time they get together.
All kinds of answers emerge: to pray, to be
healthy, to prepare food for the party ... She
keeps asking, welcoming all the answers, as
the children laugh and poke fun at each other.
Eventually some bright boy or girl reaches
the conclusion, “I need to be alive!” 

This gives the team member the opening
they need.  “How can you be sure you’re
going to be alive?” they ask.

The following week, when they all (plus
twenty or more new ones) meet again, they
have answers, most of which have worked
around the central core of awareness that
Monique is aiming at: “I need to take care of
myself in order to be alive on my 11th.
birthday. I need to have good health and
avoid sickness.”



Waiting for the party to begin

of them arrive an hour later than expected
because their mothers make them bathe and
put on their best clothes before they go out of
the door.  Those who come on time begin
singing and dancing while waiting for their
friends.

Then the real Party starts.  Words of wel-
come by one of the team members.  Performance
of the skits and other entertainment prepared
by the children.  At the first Party Monique
was pleased and surprised to find that the
content of the preparation meetings was fully
and fairly accurately reflected in the skits,
although no directives had been given about
what kind of entertainment they should
provide for their Party.  Now, three years
later, the team has come to expect this kind
of learning and more.  Besides helpful hints
on how to avoid AIDS, drugs and drink, the
kids produce skits on cholera, vandalism and
other community problems.

One of the most popular events is the
blowing up of balloons (which are sometimes
sent by ten or eleven year olds in other countries

to their age-mates).  Balloon blowing is always
a big event.  Everything else comes to a
standstill as the children watch the balloons
grow bigger and bigger - or explode and
suddenly shrivel before their eyes.

A quiz follows.  One hundred questions,
based on the topics of preventing drug and
alcohol abuse have been prepared by the
team as a grand finale.  The Party can last for
hours, but the children’s interest doesn’t flag.
The number of questions asked at each party
depends on the number of children present.
Each child is asked one question and he or
she receives some sweets or bubble gum if
the answer is correct.  It usually is, and this is
one of the ways the team uses to evaluate the
learning sessions.

In the end all receive either sweets or bubble
gum which the children swap according to
taste.  The children who took the trouble to
assemble their friends for all the meetings
receive something extra.  The prizes encourage
perseverance, good leadership and celebrate
life.  They’ve lived eleven years!
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Sr. Monique and a team-member
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participation.  Besides
the introductory visit, three
days before the Party a
team member visits the
home of each child.  The
parents are given an offi-
cial, written invitation.
Often only the mother is
at home and she receives
it with both hands, a sign
of respect in Zambia.  The
ten-year-olds themselves
have to find the location
of the Party, which is
purposely held in another
neighbourhood rather
than their own.  This just
adds to the adventure
and excitement.  Some

the lingua franca of the Copperbelt.

The project has been so successful that
within three years they have accomplished
their original goal of covering the children in
that age bracket throughout the high density
Copperbelt.  Some 600 Primary School teachers
have volunteered and 200 nurses have par-
ticipated.  The team has expanded; team
members have come and gone, but the work
of awareness raising among the young before
they get carried away by adolescence, is being
done and done well.

Monique credits the success of the
programme to home visits as well as child

Six hundred ten-year-old’s participated in
the five week run-up meetings before the first
Birthday Party.  All but two of the children who
started the meetings went on to the end.  At
that time the team’s goal was to reach all the
children in Zambia’s seven Copperbelt cities
over a period of six years.  A formidable task,
since in any given year there are approximately
200,000 children aged between ten and twelve
in this densely populated area.

Monique’s long-term objectives are to
strengthen already existing efforts being made
in the area of health education, especially for
the prevention of drug use, alcohol abuse and
AIDS, and to develop an awareness among

teachers and nurses working in clinics,
of the importance of education on AIDS
prevention among the nine to twelve year-
old population, a sensitive age, when the
children are more likely to get the message.
She believes she can also get through to
the general population with the message
that they are able to control some of the
factors which lead to the breakdown of
health.

To this effect she enlisted the coopera-
tion of the parents of the ‘Club 10’ members.
She or another team member visits the
home of each child, to explain the purpose
of the Club and to be sure that the parents
(or single parent or parent substitute)
understand and agree to the sex informa-
tion which will eventually be given to the
children during the meetings.  The Zambian
tradition does not approve of sex education
before young people are about to marry.
But Monique and the team have found
that the AIDS scare is so great that adults
are only too happy that someone has the
courage and the ‘know how’ to tackle the
problem.  They are reassured that it is a
religious Sister and one who speaks Bemba,



Some of the ‘Kwetu’ Board of Directors, from left to right: Suzie Kalanzie,
Fr. Ted, Paul Kihatu, John Chomba and Ruth Kimani

Fr. Ted Wildsmith W.F. writes
from Our Lady Queen of Peace
Parish, (South ‘B’) Nairobi,
Kenya.  He sent us the follow-
ing transcript of an item about

the ‘Kwetu’ Drop-In Centre.  It was produced
by Sr. Margaret Kennedy’s Mombasa Communi-
cations Centre over which went out on Kenya
Broadcasting - Mombasa and Nairobi - on their
Religious Affairs Programme.  

We all need a home, a ‘House of Peace’.  I
realised that so clearly as I came in contact with
our Street Boys at Kwetu, ‘Home of Peace’, in
South B.  I had heard and seen Street Boys
but I had never got to know them.  They had
been before just those boys out there.  I began
then my journey of faith with the youngsters
of South B.  

How did it all begin?  In 1992 the young people
of South B in their famous Club PAX were
looking for a way to help the Street Children.
They had many activities including their
Christmas musicals to raise money for food
and clothing.  They felt that more should be
done, but what? 

A Drop-In Centre seemed to be the answer.
A part-time home is better than none at all.
But where and how?  Together with their then
Chaplain and a parishioner, Mr Chomba, we
managed to get an allocation letter for a plot
of land in Madaraka, just beyond the walls of
the new Strathmore College.  With a great
combined effort the youngsters and the not so
young from the Parish worked hard to clear
and fence the land.  A small wooden house
appeared and a Saturday feeding programme
was launched.  The young people went out to
the street to spread the ‘Good News’ to the
Street Children in our area.  

Again the question what to do next.  Many
people were sympathetic to the ‘Cry of the
poor’.  A permanent Centre seemed then within
our means.  As we were about to begin the
first of the three phases, we realised that a name
was necessary for the project.  The name
chosen by Club PAX was Kwetu ‘Home of
Peace’.  This was Easter 1994.  

Now we had a building what to do next? Who
is going to run it? God had the plan in his hand.
A group of Marianist Brothers who work with

the poorest offered
help in the form of
a Director for two
years.  We looked
for a qualified Social
Worker and other
supporters from
the slums whom
we knew.  The
Street Boys needed
people they could
relate to, trust and
know that they are
understood.  Kwetu
is a home not a
soup kitchen or

FATHER TED WILDSMITH
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ARRIVALS

Fr. Eddie Woo
(Hong Kong) from
Kenya ①

Sr. Jeannine Melot from Belgium.
Sr. Marie Godin from Canada.
Sr. Patricia Kent from Zambia ② 

DEPARTURES

Fr. David Bond to Tunisia ➂ 

Fr. John Henze (Leicester) to Zambia ② 

Fr. Aylward Shorter (Needham Market) 
to Kenya ①

Fr. Stephen Collins (Glasgow) to Uganda ➃

Fr. Francis Nolan (Burton-on-Trent) to Tanzania ➅

Br. Nick Murphy (Palmers Green) to Uganda ➃

Br. Vincent Davies (Liverpool) to Ghana ➄

Sr. Carmen Sammut to Tanzania ➅

Sr. Akeza Hagos Yohannes to Zambia ② 

Sr. Vivien-Mary to Uganda ➃

Sr. Zita Cardozo to Kenya ①

Sr. Winifred Henderson to Kenya ①

M ISSIONARY
OVEMENTS

①

②

➂

➃

➄

➅
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Two of the ‘Kwetu’ boys

education Centre.  Our aim was to try to change
the lives of the boys so that they would become
useful members of today’s Society.  

We learnt much about life and the world of
the streets as we went along.  At first Saturday
was the day for the boys to come and eat and
do their cleaning, this then went to three days
then four, then everyday.  We began to see
that another great leap of faith was to be neces-
sary as we realised that a Drop-In Centre was
not enough and that to do anything meaningful
we needed to have a real home where the boys
could live, learn, feel loved and cared for.  But
again we asked how?  Again the the Lord said
“build” and finance came ...  even the idea
of an income generating project in the form
of a ‘posho’ mill appeared.  A kiosk and a
shop emerged to encourage self support ...
What next we thought.  “There’s more to do”
I kept hearing the Lord say.  

At the the Management Board, amidst all
the discussions and the sighs “What are we
going to do?”  came the words constantly.
“Keep focussed on the Children”.  This is
the most important focus.  The boys range
between six and fifteen years old.  A number
of the older boys have begun life in a new
project and have found jobs.  They are
always welcomed at Kwetu.  Some look on it
as their home but they no longer live there.
The Parish rented two rooms in Fuata Nyayo
one of South B’s slums and they live and
work there.  

The Boys are placed where possible into Primary
Schools, some for the first time or others can
continue in school.  Ideally the Boys should
go home to their own families.  They are pre-
pared for this.  A moment comes when some
ask to be able to go home.  Often they come
from one parent families.  School fees have
to be found as families are often in desperate
situations and just crying out for help.
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White Fathers
“I give to the Society of Missionaries of
Africa (White Fathers) the sum of
................... free of duty, and I declare that
the receipt of the Father Provincial of the
Society in Great Britain, who now resides
at 42 Stormont Road, Highgate, London,
N6 4NP, shall be a good discharge.”

White Fathers’ Registered Charity No. 233302

White Sisters
“I give to the Missionary Sisters of our
Lady of Africa (White Sisters) the sum
of .................. free of duty, and I declare
that the receipt of the Sister Provincial of
the Congregation in Great Britain, who
now resides at 25 Waldemar Avenue,
Ealing, London, W13 9PZ, shall be a good
discharge.”

White Sisters’ Registered Charity No. 228983A\1

To Help Our Missionary Work
Please Remember Us In Your Will

Where there’s a will, there’s a way

for them.  I have also experienced the pain of
not being able to help.  Three boys were left
alone in one of the slums.  Both parents had
died of AIDS.  I wanted Kwetu to take them to
squeeze them in but they reminded me that the
Street Boys have special habits and it would not
be good to put at this stage others with them ...  

I look at the people helping and see how much
they love the children and want to give them
a better future where they can lead a normal
life.  The children have lived rough lives ... they
have lived a life time that we will never know.
I find it challenging.  They have stolen, sniffed
glue and petrol, taken drugs.  They have lived
independently of any control other than their
allegiance to the ‘chom’ (gang) and their ‘chom’
leader.  Sometimes our House Father, the one
with the boys at night wakes up to see that two
or three have gone.  When and if they come
back they will need medical treatment for sure.  

At the moment Kwetu is used as a home for
boarders and then during the day as a Drop-In
Centre ... I hear now “Father we should have
Drop-In Centre in another place”.  It would be

wonderful but how and where? These seem to
be my questions but always something happens
and the Lord hears the cry of the poor.  

Now we will have a workshop for the older
boys so they can be trained in a skill which
will be useful for them and society.  

Soon we will have a new Director Sr. Macrina
[of the Assumption Sisters of Eldoret] and she,
together with her community, want to live at
Kwetu.  Another page will be turned in the story
of Kwetu and my own.  I see the hand of the
Lord at work through this work.  It is beautiful
for the boys but it brings out talents and gifts
unseen from everyone.  I thank God to have
given me this time with these boys.  They teach
me about myself and give me a spirit of thanks-
giving for life, health and the happiness of a
good family.  

We pray for all families tonight that a spirit of
love and care may be there.  
We pray too that families may have all they
need for their children and that we may all
share what we have with those in need as
Jesus did.

Trying to place them back into society in six
to twelve months is proving very difficult.  We
now look for foster homes where the children
can experience family life if it is not possible
for them to go home.  Our little Kioko a bright
seven year old has nobody.  I realised then
how, that even for me, my home is important.
The words of Jesus that come to mind are from
the Gospel of John: “Make my home in you
and you in me” It is important to belong and
feel loved and cared for.  

“Often these children have never been children.
They were born adults because they have had
to fend for themselves and the adult world has
rejected them”, says Sr. Macrina who also cares



Sr. Maggi receiving an award from Pope John Paul II for a previous
programme - February, 1996

- The video is well produced, attractive and
creative, even though most of it consists of
interviews with individuals.

- The topic is contemporary, critical and
well-developed.

- The issue is timely and the video was
produced to complement the Holy Father’s

World Communication Day address, on the
theme of ‘Women in the media’.

As if that were not enough, Maggi also launched
her ‘Women in the Media Group’.  This was
filmed and shown on TV twice at prime time.
She is also trying to prepare a ‘Way of the Cross
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Sister Maggi Kennedy gives
us news from Mombasa.

In a previous article in our
magazine (Aug./Sept. 1995,
No. 323.) Maggi gave an account

of the inauguration of a new Communication
Centre of which she is the Co-ordinator.

Today she is the happy recipient of two Awards
from “Multimedia International”, an organisation
of Religious Congregations in Rome, aimed
at encouraging the use of the media for
evangelization.

In 1995 in conjunction with ‘Ukweli Video’,
an organisation run by African Religious
Brothers, Maggi produced a programme called
‘A Prayer Journey for People with AIDS.’
This has been translated from English into
three African languages and won the Multi-
media Award.

In 1996 she won again.  She submitted three
videos, ‘Faces of East Africa’, ‘Give me a

shilling’ and ‘Through Women’s Eyes.’  The
last one was awarded the prize.  In a modern
style we are shown the long uphill struggle of
women to obtain the appreciation and respect
they deserve, especially in a culture which
relegates women, only too often, to back-breaking
and time-consuming manual labour - though,
of course, children were always their pride
and their joy.  Now they are seen more and
more often in intellectual and decision-making
roles, as advocated by the Pope in his World
Communication Day allocution.

Women’s influence is growing in the world of
mass-media. In fact women are the editors of
three of the most prominent media institutions
of Kenya: the Kenya Broadcasting Corporation,
the British Council, Mombasa branch, and
the leading daily newspaper, ‘The Nation’.

The judges made these remarks in awarding
Maggi the prize for the Best Video and Best
Overall Entry:-

SISTER MAGGI KENNEDY
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Change of address
If you are about to move, or have moved, and would still like to receive the

magazine please fill in the form below and return it to: 
‘White Fathers - White Sisters’ 129, Lichfield Road, 

Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, B74 2SA.

Your Name: ................................................................................................

Old Address: ................................................................................................

................................................................................ Post Code  .....................

New Address:
........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

................................................................................ Post Code  .....................

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

✃

Fr. George Kambembo W.F.
writes from Funsi Parish in
northern Ghana.  Fr. George
may be known to some of our
readers from St. Edward’s

College, and the Appeals he did on behalf of the
White Fathers in parishes while a Deacon here.

Five months have elapsed since I left England
for Zaire, first of all for home-leave and
secondly for the decisive event of my life:
the ordination to the priesthood.

My family and friends were overjoyed to see
me back after four years of absence.  They
really spoiled me with too many good things
during my stay.  Then came the D-day!

I was ordained to the priesthood on the 1st.
August [1996] by the Cardinal of Zaire, in

the presence of the Nuncio and an auxiliary
Bishop of Kinshasa, not to forget the 154
priests that concelebrated and a congregation
of about 2,500 people.  We were six ordinands
in all: four diocesans and two missionaries
(a Marianist and myself).  Besides, four other
diocesans were ordained to the diaconate.  It
was a lovely ceremony and I still think back
with much gratitude.  

I arrived in Ghana about four weeks ago and
I have been appointed to Funsi, which is a
bush parish of Wa Diocese.  We are two priests
at the moment; but there is also a Brother and
a White Father student from Tanzania.  I’m
still struggling with the Sisaale language; God
knows when I will begin feeling at ease given
that there is no language centre over here.  

FATHER GEORGE KAMBEMBO

through Women’s
Eyes’ for Lent
1997.  She has
been asked to
contribute to a
book on Women
in the Media at
the end of the 20th.
Century. Maggi
wrote, “This I
take up in fear
and trepidation,
but I will try to
share my experi-
ence of work I
really enjoy”.



Sean selling some of the buns which were produced

On Saturday 14th. December, 1996, five
White Father students were ordained to the
Diaconate and took their Missionary Oath.
The ceremony was presided over by the Right
Reverand Vincent Nichols, Bishop of North
London, and took place at St. Ignatius Parish
Church, Stamford Hill, London.  

Those ordained were Boguslav Zero (Polish),
Charles Obanya Ouma (Kenyan), Francisco
Javier Vazquez Camacho (Spanish), Peter-
Joseph Cassidy (Irish) and Stéphane Joulain
(French).  Such an international group reflects
an essential part of the White Fathers ethos.  

Congratulations and a fruitful ministry.

CONGRATULATIONS
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Sr.Tinie (right) with Sr. Crescensia directing an Enneagram course

From Tanzania, Sister Tinie
Holscher shares with us some
of her life as Head Formator,
i.e ‘Trainer of Trainers’ of
Religious Sisters.  She has been

working with African Sisterhoods for many
years, especially in the field of on-going forma-
tion for those Sisters in positions of leadership,
for example Superiors General and their
counsellors, Novice Mistresses etc.

If she could name any one event in this area
which has given her confidence and hope for
the future, it would surely be the setting up of
a National Formation Team. Eight Sisters
among those put forward by their various
Congregations as possible members of the
Formation Team, were selected.  Their first
task was to meet Tinie and plan a three months
Formators’ course for Tanzanian Sisters.  

The course was to last 12 weeks and only 24
participants were accepted.  When asked what
their hopes and expectations were, the Sisters
named so many areas that the Team had to
choose five subjects
they deemed essential
for people in charge of
formation: (i) formation,
(ii) religious life and
inculturation, (iii) psy-
chology and sexual
education, (iv) spiritu-
ality, and (v) human
relations and counselling.

Members of the Team
all gave presentations
on their different areas
of competence.  Much
of the learning was
done in small groups
of eight, where the
Sisters learnt various

skills in communication, helping them to
know one another at some depth, to build up
trust and create an atmosphere of freedom
and openness.  Sharing of their own life
experiences was an important element of the
course.  The task of the participants was to
draw up a Formation syllabus which each
Formation Directress would use in her own
Congregation for the training of candidates
and young Sisters.

Scripture, personal and community prayer
permeated the whole course.  The daily
Eucharist, prepared by the groups in turn,
was the high point of each day.  Nor was the
lighter side of life neglected: every evening
there was time for games and for dancing,
which plays such a prominent role in African
culture.

Tinie has still much to give in this important
field of formation of Sisters.  But she is pre-
paring for the goal of all Missionaries: to
hand over to the Africans themselves the full
responsibility for their own Christian living.

SISTER TINIE HOLSCHER
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Sue Jones, who teaches at Ganton Special School, Hull, wrote the following letter:

Ganton Special School,
Springfield Avenue,

Hull HU5 5YJ.

3rd. September, 1996.

Dear Sisters,

I teach in a special school in Hull and
during the summer term my Y5-6
class were learning about life in Africa.

In an effort to show the children that
there are people in need throughout
the world, we undertook to raise
money for your work in Africa, by
baking and selling buns each Tuesday
during the term.

It was a big commitment and some-
times very hard work but we sold
around eighty buns every week and
raised a total of £ 120.

I enclose a cheque for this amount
for the work of The White Sisters in
Africa, with our warmest wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Sue Jones
(on behalf of Val, Mark, Kevin, Gareth, Marie, Sean, Rebecca, Lisa, Karen, Steven and Ali)

On behalf of the children of Africa, we want to say a very special thank you to a very special
class of children and their teacher for all the love and effort that went into raising such a lot of
money for Africa.

The White Sisters.

GANTON SPECIAL SCHOOL



"Come, you whom my Father

has blessed,

take for your heritage

the kingdom prepared for you

since the foundation of the world".

(Mt. 25.34)

May they rest in peace
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Mr Robert O’Keeffe, 43 Holt Avenue,
Brown’s Bay, Auckland, New Zealand the
brother-in-law of Fr. Hugh Monaghan W.F.)

Mrs John O’Neill, 199 Waverley Drive,
Glenrothes, Fife.

Mr John Powell, 30 Ruskin Avenue, 
Port Talbot, West Glamorgan.

Mrs Catherine Ryan, 230 Terry Road, 
Stoke, Coventry.

Mrs Dorothy Skeet, Avon Park Care Centre,
Winsley, Bradford on Avon.

Mr Smitheman, 9 Woodfield Avenue,
Huntingdon, Cambridge.

Mrs Mary Thorburn, 89 Dumbuie Avenue,
Dumbarton.

Mr Michael Watine, Roubaix, France. (the
father of Fr. Damien Watine W.F.)

Mr Gerard Wilkie.
Mr Arthur Wilkes, 100 Willenhall Road,

Bilston, West Midlands.
Mrs L. Wood, 211 Park Court, Ashton Lane,

Cheshire.

LLeett  UUss

PPrraayy
FFoorr  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  

wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ddiieedd  rreecceennttllyy::
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THE OBITUARY LIST

As regular readers of our magazine will know these last two pages are always reserved for
the ‘Obituary List’.  If you would like us to include the name of anyone in these pages
please don’t hesitate to write to us.  It may take some time for the name to appear due to
the printing schedule of the magazine.  We apologise for any delay but rest assured that all
names we receive will appear in the magazine.  

Please write to one of the following addresses:

THE WHITE FATHERS

129 Lichfield Road, 
Sutton Coldfield, 

W. Midlands, B74 2SA.

THE WHITE SISTERS

5 Charlbury Grove, 
Ealing, London, 

W5 2DY.

THE WHITE FATHERS

4 Grove Street, 
Edinburgh, 
EH3 8BB.

Mrs V. Allen, 76 Lombard Drive, 
Chester-Le-Street, Co.Durham.

Mr Paul Ash, Hyde, Cheshire.
Mr Wilf Barnes, Burradon, Cramlington,

Northumberland.
Mrs Teresa Bryan, 19 Birchwood Road,

Middleton, Manchester.
Mrs Govanna Calleja, Sliema, Malta.
Dr. A. Campbell, Yew Tree Estate, Walsall.
Mr John Coles, 130 Kingsway, Orpington, Kent.
Mr J. J. Collins, 7 Craigcrook Gardens,

Blackhall, Edinburgh.
Mr Noel Connolly, Chapel Street, Stranorlar,

Co. Donegal, Eire.
Mrs May Cooper.
Mrs E. Dakers, 2 Millfield Avenue,

Motherwell Lanarkshire.
Mr Peter Dunne, 127 Cumbernauld Road,

Muirhead, Chryston.
Miss Gandy, 37 Chapel Road, Sale, Cheshire.
Mrs Dorothy Gantert, Callans Lane, 

Kirkby Underwood, Bourne, Lincs.
Mrs C. Gichoski, 29 Kimms Belt, Thetford,

Norfolk.
Mr William Heaton, 16 Randall Avenue,

Shevington, Wigan.

Fr Harold Heyes W.F., The White Fathers, 
15 Corfton Road, Ealing, London.

Mrs Josephine Kelly, 55 Waverley Street,
Bathgate, West Lothian.

Mrs J. E. Langeveld, 19 Girdlers Close,
Coventry.

Mrs Mary Lunny, 63 May Gardens,
Hamilton, Lanarkshire.

Mrs Sara Lunny, 41 Wilson Street,
Motherwell.

Mrs June McBride, Lower Knockastollar, 
C/O Bunbeg P.O., Co. Donegal, Eire.

Sr Ursula McGarrell, Ryde, Isle of Wight.
Mr M. McKenna, 16 Bruce Street, Bellshill,

Lanarkshire.
Mrs Mary McMahon, 97 Carsaig Drive,

Craigton, Glasgow.
Mr McNaughton, 4 Walsingham Court,

Leverington, Wisbech, Cambs.
Brig. Maurice MacWilliam, Dedham, Essex

(the father of Fr. John MacWilliam W.F.)
Mrs A. Maloney, 31 Ainsdale Avenue, Bury,

Manchester.
Mr Adrian Martin (the brother of Br. Vincent

Martin W.F.)
Miss Isa Nelson, 5 Claud Road, Gallowhill,

Paisley, Renfrewshire.



Will you not help us reassure many more vulnerable people
through our professionalism and love?

You can give us the means
To train and upgrade Sisters who, in turn, can do the same

for local people in the fields of medicine, education, social work,
and in the world of multi-media.

You can unite yourselves in prayer to our sick
and elderly Sisters for vocations to apostolic, religious life.

5 Charlbury Grove,

Ealing,

London,

W5 2DY

4/5 Kilsyth Crescent,

Bourtreehill, Irvine,

Ayrshire,

KA11 1JL

Thank You
Please address donations and enquiries to:

THE WHITE SISTERS

The White Sisters’ Registered Charity No. 228983A\1

April-May 1997 Issue No. 333.

The White Sisters

A Sister doctor with a young expectant mother




