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EDITORIAL
In the main article, ‘ ‘Misr’ - The Arab Republic of Egypt - Part Two’, we follow the
development of Egypt during the 20th. Century up until the present day.  Once again we
see how important the country has been in world affairs and has had a pivotal role
especially in events of the Middle East.  
In ‘Star of the Sea’ Sr. Mary Lampard tells of the work which the White Sisters have done
for education in Mombasa, Kenya.  When setting up the Start of the Sea School they
sewed the seeds which are still producing fruit today.  
The White Fathers in Scotland now have an e-mail address it is: wfscotland@care4free.net.
This address may be used for enquiries by our readers in Scotland.  The suttonlink@dial.pipex.com
e-mail address may still be used for changes of address, general enquiries about the magazine
and for our readers in England, Wales, and all other parts of the world.  We are gradually
adding information to our web site, which can be found at http://www.thewhitefathers.org.uk.

The White Fathers would like to thank all their friends and benefactors who joined us in
prayers during the St. Anthony’s Novena held last June.  We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank the many people who, at the same time, sent in donations to help us
with our work.  We are most grateful for all your letters, petitions and financial help
through this annual appeal and the St. Anthony’s Burse during the year.  Without your
generosity it would be impossible for us to continue our various activities and to spread
the ‘Good News’. May God bless you.
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tions.  They did this by participating in public life and so were known as being ‘moderate’.  The Umma Party
continued until the First World War and the party’s publication, ‘Al Jaridah’ (‘The Newspaper’), ceased in 1915. 4

Party (1919) which became a very important movement in Egyptian politics and the government.  It was
banned in 1952 but regrouped as the New Wafd party in 1978 wit Fouad Serageddin as its leader.

in Parliament, 179 of 211 seats).  Zaghlul was
Prime Minister and Egypt’s first constitutional
Parliament was opened on the 15th. March,
1924.  The early 1920s was a period of tension
and transformation within Egypt.  The political
events led to several British officials being assas-
sinated including Sir Lee Stack, the British
Governor General of Sudan and Commander
of the Egyptian Army, on the 19th. November.
These events did not improve relations between
the British and Egyptians.  

The 1930s saw more disquiet and the forma-
tion of political parties, some in opposition to

the summer of 1920.
It was agreed that the
Protectorate would be
abolished and a treaty
negotiated between
Britain and Egypt.
Zaghlul returned, on
the 4th. April, 1921,
to a hero’s welcome.
On seeing this Edmund
Allenby, the Governor
General, gradually be-
came determined to
break Zaghlul’s power.
Eventually he was de-
ported to the Seychelles
on the 23rd. December.
Demonstrations and
violent clashes followed
in Cairo, Alexandria,
Port Said, Suez, and
many provincial towns.
Events moved very fast
and Britain unilaterally
declared Egypt  inde-
pendent on the 28th.
February, 1922.  Sultan
Ahmad Fuad became

‘Misr’ The Arab Republic of Egypt - Part Two 
By Fr. Bill Turnbull W.F.

King Fuad I (1920-65), with Farouk his son,
named as his heir.  A new Constitution was
approved on the 19th. April.

INDEPENDENCE OF SORTS

Politics during this time became even more
complicated and a ‘triangular’ power play en-
sued.  There were three main groups of players:
the British (the Army, Police and British offi-
cials in the administration); the King (who could
select and appoint the Prime Minister, dismiss
the Cabinet and dissolve Parliament); and the
Wafd (who had popular support and a majority
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THE BRITISH IN EGYPT (continued)

The ‘Anglo-Egyptian Condominium Agreement
of 1899’ was promulgated but during this time
of British influence (1882-1956) there was very
little attempt made to promote local industries.
In spite of that some small industries did develop.
Behind any progress that was made there were
always two problems to be faced: the debt pay-
ment and the continual growth of nationalism.
Nationalist and anti-British feelings began to
grow.  Gradually Egyptians, rather than Turco-
Circassian, became involved in politics.  Typical
of these were the leaders of two political parties,
the National Party (Al Hizb al Watani) and the
People’s Party (Al Hizb al Umma or Umma
Party). (1) Kitchener brought in a new consti-
tution in 1913 which established some local
and national representation in a legislative
assembly.  When the Ottoman Empire entered
the First World War, 29th. October, 1914, a
series of events took place.  In Egypt martial
law was declared and the country made a
Protectorate (2nd. November); the Khedive
Abbas, who was believed to be pro-German,
was deposed and Kitchener was recalled to
serve as minister of war.

THE 1919 REVOLUTION

Up to and when the First World War broke out
a working class had already built up around
the modern factories (in 1916 there was a work
force of about 35,000).  Anti-British feelings
were fuelled within this group by Britain’s
actions, such as: requisitioning supplies, forced

recruitment and basing foreign troops in the
country.  Working conditions were poor and
this gave rise to workers’ associations that were
supported by Mustafa Kamil’s National Party.
The unions and the nationalist movement were
both put down by the Government. 

When the war ended, as in many other coun-
tries, there was much unemployment and the
rate of inflation grew.  Both of these factors
were a spur to nationalism.  In September, 1918,
the Nationalists also began to press for indepen-
dence and formed a delegation (Wafd) (2) to set
their demands before the Paris Peace Conference.
After much discussion with, and refusals from,
the British Government three members of the
Wafd were arrested and deported to Malta on
8th. March, 1919.  This led to demonstrations
during March and April, which are known as
the ‘1919 Revolution’.  Students and Egyptians
of all social classes joined in these demonstrations
- even a women’s group demonstrated in veils,
on 16th. March.  The clashes and strikes that
ensued took place in Cairo and other cities
throughout the country.  The Government real-
ised that this movement could not be stopped,
so on the 7th. April a group of nationalists and
Ulama representatives were allowed to travel
to Paris.  

Discussions began in May on Egypt’s future
and eventually the ‘Milner-Zaghlul Agreement’
was announced in February, 1921.  This was
the result of private talks which Lord Alfred
Milner and Said Zaghlul (1857-1927) had in

(1) The National Party (Al Hizb al Watani Party)(NP) was founded by Mustafa Kamil (d. 1908) in 1894.  Islam played
a major role in the NP’s ideology and they wanted the British to leave Egypt.  Because of these two factors it drew an
anti-European and religious following and was labelled ‘extremist’ at the time.  The NP refused to be part of the ‘Anglo-
Egyptian Treaty’ of 1936 and they played a major role in Egypt’s politics until 1952.  It’s newspaper was ‘Al Liwa’ (‘The
Standard’).  The People’s Party (the Umma Party or Al Hizb al Umma) was founded by Mahmud Sulayman Pasha and
Hasan Abd ar Raziq in 1907.  They came from a background of Islamic reformers and their aim was to change Islam so
as to make it fit into the modern world.  They worked for independence through the reform of Egypt’s laws and institu-

(2) The Wafd (delegation), including Lutfi as Sayyid, Said Zaghlul, Muhammad Mahmud, Ali Sharawi, and Abd al Aziz
Fahmi, which went to the Paris conference was made up of people from the Umma Party.  Later this gave rise to the Wafd
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the Wafd.  King Fuad died on the 28th. April,
1936, Farouk succeeded him.  Negotiations
continued and the ‘Anglo-Egyptian Treaty’ was
signed on the 26th. August, 1936.  Amongst
other things the Treaty agreed an Anglo-Egyptian
military and defence alliance and that Britain
could keep 10,000 soldiers in the Suez Canal
Zone.  It did not give Egypt full independence
and led to anti-Wafdist and anti-British demon-
strations. As the Wafd lost the support more
militant parties, such as the ‘Muslim Brotherhood’
(‘Al Ikhwan al Muslimun’) and the ‘Young
Egypt’ (3), began to gain a following.

Once again Egypt, because of its geograph-
ical position, became very important to Britain
and the Allies during the Second World War.
As the German army advanced in 1942 the
Wafd formed a government led by Mustafa
Nahha (1876-1965).  They lost the popular sup-
port of this alliance when details of Nahha’s
alleged corruption were published the next
year.  The Wafdist Government fell in 1944,
they boycotted the elections of 1945, which

‘Young Egypt’ (‘Misr al Fatat’) was founded by Ahmad Husayn in 1933.  It was a nationalist movement
which wanted to make an ‘Empire’ out of a united Sudan and Egypt.  It had a paramilitary wing, the ‘Green
Shirts’, and leanings towards Fascism and being anti-British.  

6

brought the Saadists to power, and a swing to
the right.

The end of the Second World War saw a
new series of events come into play through-
out the world.  The Cold War began, as the
Soviet Union expanded, American influence
grew and the British Empire was collapsing.
Again the Middle East became a centre of con-
cern for the major powers.  Further negotiations
took place over the British presence in Egypt
and the future of the Sudan.  It was agreed that
British troops would move to the Suez Canal
Zone but nothing was decided about the future
of the Sudan (Britain and Sudan wanted self-
government, Egyptian nationalists wanted a
united Sudan-Egypt).  The whole question was
put in the hands of the newly created United
Nations (UN).  Reaction in Egypt was harsh
with the ‘Brotherhood’ calling for strikes and
jihad (holy war) against the British.  

The circumstances of the late 1940s (the
establishment of the State of Israel [1948], and

(3) The ‘Muslim Brotherhood’ (‘Al Ikhwan al Muslimun’, the ‘Brotherhood’) is a major Sunni Muslim political and
religious group which was founded by Hasan al Banna in 1928.  During the early years the organisation was peacefully
involved in Egyptian politics and it became the leading organisation of its kind in Egypt.  The aim of the ‘Brotherhood’ was
to establish a pure Islamic State in Egypt, based on the Islamic principles practised during the reign of the first four Caliphs.
The new State was to be brought about by riding the country of foreign domination.  As a result the ‘Brotherhood’ was asso-
ciated with anti-British and anti-Monarchist groups in the 1940s.  After the Second World War it was believed to have
been linked with a number of assassinations.  On the 13th. February, 1949, Hassan al Banna, its founder, was assassinated.  

The ‘Brotherhood’ developed contacts with the ‘Free Officers’ and helped inspire the 1952 coup.  They supported the
Nasser Government but then were suspected of being involved in an attempt on Nasser’s life in 1954.  Many of its leaders
were imprisoned and the organization outlawed the same year.  Sadat allowed the ‘Brotherhood’ to form again and freed
many of the members who had been jailed.  He wanted them to counter balance the growing political left in the country. 

The ‘Brotherhood’ was in three factions: a non-violent majority that wished to work with the Government, through edu-
cation and social reform; a group which wished to create a separate peaceful society based on Islamic principles and
living parallel with civil society; and the last, which was militant and set itself in opposition to the Government.  The
‘Brotherhood’ had candidates in the 1984 and 1987 elections and gained thirty-eight seats in the People’s Assembly.
The ‘Muslim Brotherhood’ has spread from Egypt throughout the Arab Middle East and North Africa where it has devel-
oped in different ways.  It’s influence has been great amongst many ‘extreme groups’ which take an anti-Communist
stance, are against the influence of the West and that of secular states and organisations.  The ‘Islamic Group’ broke
from the ‘Muslim Brotherhood’ in the mid-1970s and has claimed responsibility for the assassination attempt on Hosni
Mubarak in June, 1995, when he was in Addis Ababa attending the OAU summit.  In this line it has opposed both
Iranian-backed Shiite radicals and the PLO.  ‘Hamas’, the militant Palestinian group, was founded out of the ‘Brotherhood’
(1987) in Jordan but was banned in 1994 when it tried to undermine the peace accords between the PLO and Israel.
The ‘Muslim Brotherhood’ has links with the Sudanese Government, and with militant groups in Algeria, Syria and
Tunisia.  (See also: ‘Islam Through the Years - Part Two’, foot note no. 4, Issue no. 344 and the final part of this article).  

INFORMATION ON THE SUEZ CANAL

Construction of the Suez Canal began
during the rule of Muhammad Said
(1854-63) with the concession being
given to Ferdinand de Lesseps in 1854.
It was built mainly with forced labour
that was supplied by the Viceroy of the
time.  The Canal was completed in 1869
and the concession was then given to France.
It takes about 15 hours to pass through the Canal’s
105 miles (169kms) length, without locks, and it
can take ocean-going vessels of up to a draft of 53ft.
(16.2m.).  The Canal’s cost doubled from the original estimate
of US$41,860,000.  Due to the debts incurred in its construction
and through other massive projects during Ismail Pasha’s reign
(1863-79), he was forced to sell his shares in the Suez Canal
Company to Britain (1875).  The ‘Convention of Constantinople’
(1888) gave the freedom of passage to ships of all nations.  The
Canal was nationalised by Egypt (Suez Crisis, 26th. July, 1956) and
is now owned and operated by the country.  The major importance of
the Canal is that it shortened the sailing distance between
Europe and the Far East e.g. London to Bombay is about
12,400 miles (20,000 kms.) around the Cape of Good
Hope but is 7,270 miles (11,700 kms.) through the Canal.
In the past a major part of the shipping was carrying petro-
leum from the Persian Gulf.  This has declined since the opening
of the Suez-Mediterranean oil pipeline (1975) and with the
advent of supertankers which are too large to pass along the Canal.  
The two major cities which dominate the Canal are Port Said and
Suez. Port Said (named for Said Pasha) is 110 miles
(175 kms.) north-east of Cairo at the north end of the
Canal on the Mediterranean.  It is the Canal’s admin-
istrative headquarters and has a deepwater harbour
with a major fuelling centre for ships using the Canal.
The port handles much of the Egypt’s exports (rice,
salt and cotton) and its industries include fishing and
chemicals.  Suez is about 80 miles (130 kms.) east
of Cairo at the southern end of the Canal.  It has
petroleum (refining, storage, by-products) facilities and
a pipeline to Cairo, and various manufacturing industries.
The port is Egypt’s third largest and is a major starting
point for pilgrims going on the Hajj to Mecca.  
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of the conference, at Bandung, in April, 1955,
where they gained a great deal of support.

The ‘Suez Crisis’ developed in July, 1956,
when Egypt nationalised the Canal.  Nasser
promised compensation for the stockholders
of the Suez Canal Company and the right of
access to all shipping.  Eastern and developing
countries generally supported Egypt.  Britain,
France, and Israel invaded Egypt on the 28th.
October - known as the ‘1956 War’.  Ships
were sunk in the Canal and there were many
casualties in the battle to take Port Said.  A
cease-fire was accepted on the 6th. November,
and troops were finally evacuated on the 22nd.
December.  A United Nations Emergency Force
(UNEF) started to land in Egypt on the 21st.
November, to ensure the safe passage of Israeli
ships.  They remained there until June, 1967,
when they were withdrawn and the Arab-Israeli
war (‘The Six Day War’) broke out.  Egypt did
not restore diplomatic relations with Britain
until 1969.  The Israelis eventually withdrew
from Sinai carrying out a scorched earth policy
as they went.  Britain, France, and Israel may

Part of the Aswan High Dam
9

Within the next decade there were to be
events that would prove to be important turn-
ing points for how Nasser viewed his country’s
position.  Nasser was aware of Israel’s power
and the threat it posed to Egypt.  This was made
apparent when Israel attacked Egyptian mili-
tary outposts in Gaza.   He asked the West for
support and was given none - mainly because
they had other interests at the time and Nasser
would not align Egypt fully with them.  As a
result he turned to the East for support and
began a new liason by doing an arms deal with
Czechoslovakia (September, 1955).  The fund-
ing of the Aswan High Dam was another major
turning point.  There were complicated finan-
cial agreements proposed with the USA, Britain
and the World Bank which were interdependent.
Stringent conditions for supervising the budget
were asked for, but the whole scheme collapsed
when America withdrew its offer.  As the Cold
War developed Nasser was gradually becoming
more inclined towards the Non-aligned Move-
ment which took neither side.  Egypt was part

the reaction of the League of Arab States [Arab
League] to this and the defeat of Arab armies
[1947-49], including Egypt’s, in Palestine) fur-
ther bolstered Egypt’s wish for independence.
The defeat of the Egyptian army led to bitter-
ness and recriminations between them and the
King and Government.  Gamal Abdul Nasser
(1918-70) had commanded an army unit in
Palestine and these events made him determined
to gain a truly independent Egypt.  Nasser was
part of the ‘Free Officers’, (4) a secret organi-
sation within the army, and they began to plan
the overthrow of the Government.  He became
their chairman in 1949.  

The ‘Brotherhood’ continued to gain follow-
ing.  They had been involved in various militant
activities such as: attacking British personnel
and property; they sent volunteers to fight in
Palestine; and they were alleged to have played
a part in the murder of Prime Minister Nuqrashi.
As a result members of the ‘Brotherhood’, the
‘Young Egypt’ and Communists were put into
concentration camps after this.  The Wafd re-
gained power in January, 1950, and Nahhas
was made Prime Minister.  In October, 1951,
Parliament approved decrees which revoked
the ‘Anglo-Egyptian Treaty’ of 1936 and
proclaimed Farouk King of Egypt and Sudan.  

THE 1952 REVOLUTION AND NASSER

Various groups put pressure on the Government
to oppose the British with military means.  The
‘Liberation Battalions’ were formed and a guer-
rilla war began against the British in the Suez
Canal Zone.  British forces attacked an Egyptian
police barracks at Al Ismailiyah (Ismailia), on
the 25th. January, 1952, (wounding 50 and kill-
ing 100 Egyptians).  This action provoked the
events of ‘Black Saturday’, (26th. January, 1952)
when Police in Cairo mutinied, in protest, and

(5) The 26th July Street and the 26th July Bridge in north-western Cairo are named after this date
(6) The ‘Baghdad Pact’ was an alliance of Britain, Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, and Iraq, which was supposed to
contain the Soviet Union on its southern borders - somewhat similar to NATO and SATO.
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were joined by groups of people who went on
the rampage, resulting in many deaths, injuries
and property being destroyed.  The King and
Government were lost control and a power vac-
uum was created.  This was filled when Nasser
and the ‘Free Officers’ seized power on the 23rd.
July.  Farouk abdicated, went into exile and
the Republic declared on the 26th. July. (5)

When Nasser and the ‘Free Officers’ came
to power the British made it clear that they would
not interfere with Egypt’s internal matters - from
their garrison in the Suez Canal Zone - unless
British lives were threatened.  With the Cold
War it was important for Britain to keep the
base in the Canal area as part of the ‘Baghdad
Pact’ (6).  The ‘Free Officers’ created the ‘Rev-
olutionary Command Council’ (RCC) and Ali
Mahir, a previous Prime Minister, formed a
Government which was controlled, as were
many other civilian functions, by the RCC.
There was no one single ideology within the
‘Free Officers’, each member had different
sympathies to different factions.  Nasser was
the power behind them and between 1952 and
1954 he worked to control the Government.  

The Government were quite ruthless in up-
holding law and order, such as when the army
put down the strike at the Misr Company textile
factories, Kafr ad Dawwar, in August, 1952.
The RCC worked fast and brought in agrarian,
labour and education reforms in both legisla-
tion and by increasing the money available for
improvement in these areas.  

All political parties were banned on the 17th.
January, 1953, and the RCC imposed a three
year period for them to rule solely.  Sudan was
give self-determination in February.  On the
18th. June, Egypt was declared a Republic with
Mohammed Naguib as President and Nasser

as Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister
of the Interior and
also President of
the RCC.  In Oct-
ober 1954, Nasser
signed an agreement
for the withdrawal
of all British troops.
The agreement was
not accepted by all
and a member of
the ‘Brotherhood’
tried to assassinate
Nasser while he
was in Alexandria
(26th. October,
1954).

(4) Members of the ‘Free Officers’ Movement in the ‘1952 Revolution’ were: Lieutenant Colonel Gamal Abdul Nasser,
Major Abd al Hakim Amir, Lieutenant Colonel Anwar as Sadat, Major Salah Salim, Major Kamal ad Din Husayn, Wing
Commander Gamal Salim, Squadron Leader Hasan Ibrahim, Major Khalid Muhi ad Din, and Wing Commander Abd
al Latif al Baghdadi.



and Israel.  The fighting stopped along the
Suez Canal on the 7th. August, 1970, but the
PLO continued attacks against Israel and cri-
ticised the Peace Plan.  As a result Egypt closed
down the PLO radio station, the ‘Voice of
Palestine’ in Cairo, stopped most of Egypt’s
material support to them, and expelled some
PLO activists from Egypt.  The PLO tried to
undermine the Peace Plan by hijacking air-
craft in September, which contributed to the
civil war breaking out in Jordan the same month.
This resulted in King Hussein driving the PLO
guerrilla groups out of their bases in Jordan
(by July, 1971).  The situation in the Middle
East was very fragile at this point.  Nasser
called for a Summit meeting (26th. September,
in Cairo) to stop the civil war and Hussein and
Arafat agreed to a cease-fire.  Nasser had been
ill for some time and the work which brought
about peace hastened his death of a heart attack
on the 28th. September.

The Madrassa of Sultan Hassan and the Mosque of Mohmoud Pasha, Cairo, taken from the Citadel
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internal affairs, economic development, and
culture and information.  Anwar as Sadat
(1918-81) chaired the committee for political
affairs.  For some people the changes were
not enough.

Saudi Arabia, after they had settled their
differences with Egypt, agreed to finance the
rebuilding of Egypt’s army.  Between March,
1969, and August, 1970, there was the ‘War
of Attrition’ between Egypt and Israel.  Egypt
used artillery to attack the Israeli positions
along the Suez Canal.  In turn Israel carried out
air raids into Eastern Egypt.  Nasser and the
Soviet Union came to an agreement to estab-
lish an air defence system - which included the
use of surface-to-air missiles (SAMs), Soviet
advisors, troops and pilots.

Many peace plans were put forward and
eventually the ‘Rogers Plan’, based on the
United Nations Resolution no. 242 (settlement
after the war), was accepted by Egypt, Jordan

have recaptured the Canal but the international
reaction was disastrous.  Nasser eventually
won and it was the end of British and French
direct involvement in Egypt.  Their remaining
assets were nationalised and Egypt had control
of Canal revenues.  

These incidents marked Nasser’s final turn-
ing away from the West and gradual swing
towards dependence on the Soviet Union.  The
Soviet influence increased even more when it
financed the construction of the Aswan High
Dam.  Nasser also aligned himself more with
the Arab world and developed his ‘Arab Nation-
alism’. In his pan-Arab endeavours Nasser
attempted to unite Egypt with Syria (the United
Arab Republic) and Yemen (the United Arab
States).  Neither option worked mainly because
of the differences between the countries and
the reaction from other Arab States, especially
Saudi Arabia.  Nasser continued to implement
‘Arab Socialism’.  In 1962 his ‘National Charter’
was promulgated and the Arab Socialist Union
(ASU) was formed as the only political party.
Candidates were drawn from it in the elections
of March, 1964.  The Charter swung away
from the early nationalism to the idea of an
Egypt being an Arab state built on Islamic
principles and in 1971 it became the basis of
a new constitution.  

EGYPT AND ISRAEL

Nasser still saw Israel as a continual threat and
with this in mind he initiated three Arab summit
meetings in 1964. Out of them came one major
agreement, to make the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) as the only Palestinian
organisation.  Up until then there had been
several Palestinian guerrilla groups but this
was an attempt to unify them.  Egypt controlled
the PLO until Yasir Arafat, the former Al Fatah
leader, took over in 1969.

The tension between Israel and the Arab
States increased during the mid-1960s.  In
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November, 1966, Israeli troops went into the
West Bank (Jordan) in retaliation for PLO raids.
Israel threatened to overthrow the Syrian Gov-
ernment if the PLO raids did not stop from
Syrian soil.  During April, 1967, there were
Israeli-Syrian air clashes.  The Soviet Union
warned Egypt that the Israelis had mobilised
two brigades on the frontier.  Nasser sent troops
to the Israeli border, as did Syria, hoping to
deter Israel from attacking Syria.  Israel re-
sponded by deploying its forces. Egypt found
it difficult to help Syria because of the UNEF
troops, stationed on the Egyptian side of the
border.  

On the 16th. May Nasser asked the UN to
remove the UNEF from the Egyptian-Israeli
frontier in Sinai, which they did.  Egypt signed
defence agreements with Jordan and Iraq.  On
the morning of the 5th. June, Israel launched
a full-scale attack on Egypt, Jordan, and Syria
(‘The Six Day War’) and by the 8th. ground
forces had reached the Suez Canal and the same
day both sides accepted a UN cease-fire.  Israel
had taken control of the Sinai, the Gaza Strip,
Arab Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Golan
Heights.  The war was a disaster for Egypt and
on the 9th. June, Nasser said he took full re-
sponsibility for the debacle and resigned as
President.  It was not accepted so he withdrew
his resignation.  A shake-up in the military and
the government followed, including arrests
for a plot to overthrow Nasser, and Nasser
assumed the role of Prime Minister.  

Many people were unhappy with Nasser’s
strong Government and the lack of democracy.
After demonstrations in March, 1968, Nasser
presented a plan of action which was approved
by a referendum in May.  The changes began
with the election of new members to the ASU,
and its Supreme Executive Committee (SEC).
The SEC was divided into five permanent
committees: political affairs, administration,



(7) ‘Infitah’ means ‘open door’ and was Sadat’s policy for the relaxation of government controls on the economy.
It was hoped that by this method the private sector would grow and foreign investment come into the Egypt.  

Picture above: The courtyard of the Muhammed Ali Mosque, Cairo
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Paper’) for the country in April, 1974.  Part of
this was the ‘infitah’ (7).  Doubts were expressed
about it from the start and in January, 1977,
there were demonstrations against it, the cor-
ruption it had caused, and the price rises which
had ensued after a World Bank loan in 1976.
There were riots in towns all over the country
and in clashes between the rioters and police
eight hundred people were killed.  They even-
tually ended when the Government cancelled
the price increases and raised wages.  

Peace prospects had not improved by 1977.
Israel had begun to establish settlements in the
West Bank and was carrying out raids into south-
ern Lebanon.  On the 19th. November, 1977,
Sadat went to Jerusalem at the invitation of
Menachem Begin, the Israeli Prime Minister.
His journey caused a mixed reaction around the
world and the Arabs and Palestinians accused
him of betrayal.  The Egypt-Israel peace nego-
tiations got under way and when they were

ANWAR AS SADAT

Anwar as Sadat, a ‘Free Officer’ who had various
roles in Government, took over in 1970 - after
an election on the 15th. October, in which he
received 90% of the votes.  Sadat wanted to
encourage Western investment into Egypt, but
realised that would mean moving from some
of Nasser’s policies, making peace with Israel
and limiting relations with the Soviet Union.
He had over a hundred officials arrested (the
‘Corrective Revolution’ of May, 1971) for plot-
ting a coup against the Government, and he
appointed his own followers in their place.  The
armed forces gave their support as did the people
in demonstrations. In September, 1971, a new
constitution was presented by Sadat and approved
by the electorate.

Sadat tried to make peace with Israel (4th.
February, 1971) but Israel refused and the US
would not put pressure on Israel to accept the
peace move.  Egypt then rejected the ‘Rogers
Plan’ and the cease-fire.  An added problem
was that the Arab states remembered the humil-
iation of the defeat in the June 1967 war.  The
Egyptian economy was being drained to rebuild
the military during the stand off.  1972 saw stu-
dent riots and Sadat felt Sinai had to be regained.
Gradually, 1972-73, he prepared for war: Soviet
advisers were expelled; he formed a new Gov-
ernment and became Prime Minister.  On the
6th. October, 1973, Egyptian forces attacked
across the Suez Canal and Syria attacked at the
same time (known as The ‘October’, ‘Ramadan’
or ‘Yom Kippur’ War).  Israel counter attacked,
crossed the Canal and encircled the Egyptian
Third Army.

The outbreak of war caused a great deal of
work behind the scenes between the two Super
Powers and also the Arab countries.  These in-
cluded the Arab oil producers cutting supplies
to Israel’s backers and America giving Israel
US$2.2 billion worth of arms.  Sadat, working
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through Alexei Kosygin (USSR) and Henry
Kissenger (USA), thought that a cease-fire had
been worked out (22nd. October, the UN Reso-
lution no. 338) but Israel did not and continued
to completely cut off the 3rd. Army.  Tension
increased when the Soviets thought that they
had been double crossed by the USA and Syria
felt betrayed by Egypt with the cease-fire, but
accepted it later.  Kissinger’s ‘shuttle diplomacy’
between Egypt and Israel led to disengagement
agreements being signed (18th. January, 1974
and on the 1st. September, 1975).

There was no true victor in this war: the cost
in lives and on the economies for all countries
was great.  Despite this the fact that Egypt at-
tacked improved the morale of the people and
Sadat was praised as a hero.  The Suez Canal
was opened again on the 5th. June, 1975, and
began to bring in revenue for Egypt.  Israel
also gained concessions from the USA.  

Sadat tried to give more political expression
and to move away from the one-party system.
He began to allow political parties again, but
the main parties, the Wafd, the Muslim ‘Brother-
hood’, the Nasserites, and the Communists,
were not allowed representation in the new
Assembly.  Still the ‘Brotherhood’ was given
a limited freedom as long as they did not crit-
icise the Government too much.  Sadat did this
to counter-balance the left wing parties.  In 1977
Sadat establish his own party, the National
Democratic Party (NDP), and the Arab Socialist
Union merged with them.

Egypt gradually moved away from the Soviet
Union (the ‘Soviet-Egyptian Treaty of Friend-
ship and Cooperation’ [signed 27th. May, 1971]
was renounced on the 15th. March, 1976) and
towards America.  Sadat did this for two main
reasons: to attract American investment and
in the hope that the US would put pressure on
Israel to make peace.  Sadat came up with a
new economic plan (the ‘October Working

deadlocked President Jimmy Carter invited the
two leaders to Camp David.  The ‘Camp David
Accords’ were agreed (17th. September, 1978)
and an Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty was signed
(26th. March, 1979).  

The Peace Agreement was complicated but
within it it was settled that Israel would withdraw
from Sinai and that Egypt would regain full
sovereignty over it.  The reaction Sadat received
for his part in the agreement was varied.  In
the West he was a hero; in Egypt most people
approved, but the ‘Brotherhood’ and parties
on the left opposed it; in the Arab world he was
condemned and Egypt was expelled from the
Arab League.

The ‘Camp David Accords’ brought peace
to Egypt but not prosperity.  Egypt was iso-
lated from the rest of the Arab world and there
was no economic improvement.  Sadat became
more and more unpopular amongst ordinary
Egyptians and was openly criticised.  He reacted



by imposing censorship and imprisoning his
opponents.  September, 1981, saw Sadat order
a roundup of at least 1,500 of his opponents.
These included: members of the ‘Muslim
Brotherhood’, the Coptic Pope, Bishops and
Priests, journalist and various leaders of other
political parties.  The inevitable happened on
the 6th. October, 1981, when Sadat was assas-
sinated by members of ‘Al Jihad’, a ‘religious
extremists’ movement, at a military parade.  

HOSNI MUBARAK

Hosni Mohammed Mubarak (8) became Head
of State and was confirmed as President in a
referendum on the 14th. October, 1981.  Mubarak
continued much of Sadat's work including the
crack down on ‘Islamic Fundamentalists’.  Four
thousand members of the ‘Takfir Wal Hijra’
(‘Repentance and Atonement’) Islamic group
were imprisoned as they were allegedly involved
in Sadat’s death.  A ‘state of emergency’ was
brought in and since then the special powers
were regularly renewed.  

Mubarak has gradually improved Egypt’s
standing with its neighbours and on the world’s
political stage.  He honoured the Peace Treaty
with Israel and they completed their withdrawal
from Sinai in April, 1982.  This was not an
easy time and the situation deteriorated when
Israel invaded Lebanon on the 6th. June, 1982,
in an attempt to destroy PLO bases.  The peace
initiatives were revived later with talks between
Mubarak and Israel’s Shimon Peres.  This
eventually led to the Arab-Israeli peace talks
in Madrid (1991)  and the signing of a peace
agreement between the PLO and Israel on the
13th. September, 1993.  The following July
saw the basics of self-rule for Palestinians in
the Occupied Territories being agreed at a
meeting in Cairo.  Mubarak visited Israel for
the funeral of Yitzak Rabin, the Israeli Prime
Minister, in 1995.  

armed forces he did not become a member of the ‘Free Officers’ movement.  He had trained as a pilot in the
Soviet Union and became air force chief of staff in 1969 and deputy minister of war in 1972.  He was also
Vice-President from 1975 to 1981.  
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Egypt gradually became less isolated due
to the diplomatic work of President Mubarak.
They were re-admitted to the Islamic Conference
Organization (1984); the Arab ban on diplomatic
ties with Egypt was lifted (November, 1987)
and many of the Arab States re-established
diplomatic relations with the country; the PLO
offices reopened in Cairo (November, 1987);
Egypt recognised the PLO State (20th. Nov-
ember, 1988); they were re-admitted to the Arab
League (May, 1989) and rejoined the Arab
Parliamentary Union (June, 1989).  In July,
1989, the Organization of African Unity (OAU)
held it’s summit in Cairo and Mubarak was
elected as Chairman of the OAU on two occa-
sions (1989-90 and 1993-94).  

Despite the decline in the economy and the
growth of ‘Fundamentalism’ Mubarak still
remained in control.  The 25th. February, 1986,
saw the start of riots by about 20,000 conscripts
in the Central Security Forces (CSF) in Cairo
and Giza.  This was due partly to a rumour that
their national service was to be increased, but
it was also a reflection of the economic hardship
which poorer parts of society had to undergo
under the Government’s infitah policy.  Despite
such pressure Mubarak was elected for a second
term in October, 1987, with 97% of the vote.  

THE 1990S

The 1990s were a turbulent decade for Egypt.
When Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990 Egypt sent
32,000 troops as part of the multinational forces
in the ‘Gulf War’.  In return the USA and some
Arab countries wrote off several billion US$
of Egypt’s debts.  Since 1991 Egypt has been
pursuing structural adjustment reforms with
the IMF which have led to debt relief under
the Paris Club arrangements.  The country is
now considered to be a model of IMF policy.
Liberalisation and deregulation have encouraged
business growth and brought new companies

and Turkey’ by Ahmad S. Moussalli; ‘The Catholic Encyclopedia’; ‘Zenit’; ‘Fides International’; ‘World
Churches Handbook’.

Picture above: The Cairo Tower (middle of picture) and the River Nile in the centre of Cairo 
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issued a statement that they would no longer
target tourists (8th. December, 1997).  Tourism
is recovering, but the loss of foreign exchange
due to attacks and concerns about the ‘Gulf War’
effected the Egyptian economy.  In 1991 the
number of tourists dropped by 40%.  It revived
in 1992 with three million visitors who brought
in US$3bn. and a similar figure in 1997.  

On the 4th. October, 1993, Mubarak was
endorsed for a third term, but he was not free
from ‘Extremist’ attention.  On the 26th. June,
1995, there was an attempt on his life while
in Ethiopia for an OAU Summit (the third in
twenty-two months).  He was unhurt but some
of the ‘Islamists’ involved went to the Sudan,
which increased tension between Egypt and
Sudan.  Later three men were arrested in Ethiopia
(March, 1996) and were sentenced to death.  
_______________________  to be continued

into the country.  External economic links have
improved such as when Al Gore, the US Vice
President, visited Egypt and a trade and invest-
ment agreement was signed (3rd. May, 1998).  

Egypt suffered a set back with the escalation
of ‘Fundamentalist’ activity in 1992-93.  The
two main groups involved were ‘Jihad’ and
‘Gama’a al-Islaminya’ which targeted tourists,
politicians, and the security forces.  Both are
alleged to have been involved in assassination
attempts on politicians.  About a hundred tourists
have been killed including nine Germans who
were shot in Cairo (October, 1997) and sixty-
seven killed at Luxor (17th. November, 1997,
‘Gama’a al-Islaminya’ claimed responsibility).
Several Egyptians have also been victims, such
as when ten policemen and a civilian were killed
by ‘Islamists’ on the13th. October, 1997.  There
was some hope when ‘Gama’a al-Islaminya’

Sources - ‘The Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Egypt’ by Bill Manley; ‘Egypt: A Country Study’, Library of Congress;
‘A Brief Review of Modern Egyptian History’ by Dr. M. Trabia (University of Nevada Las Vagas, USA); ‘The Grolier
Multimedia Encyclopaedia, 1999’; ‘Encyclopaedia Britannica’; ‘Egypt’, Lonely Planet, 1999; Lonely Planet Web Site;
‘Egypt’, The Rough Guide by Dan Richardson, 1997; ‘The Times Atlas of World History’; http://www.anthro.mankato.msus.edu/

prehistory/egypt/; The Coptic Network - WWW; ‘The Coptic Encyclopedia’, edited by Aziz Sourial Atiya; ‘A History of
Christianity’ by Owen Chadwick; ‘The Oxford Illustrated History of Christianity’; ‘Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices’, U.S. Department of State (various years); CIA Factbook; ‘The New African YearBook’ (various years);
‘Africa Review’ (various years);‘Makers of Modern Africa’ (3rd. edition, 1996); ‘Africa Today’ (3rd. edition, 1996),
‘Amnesty International’ reports; ‘Historical Dictionary of Islamic Fundamentalist Movements in the Arab World, Iran,(8) Mubarak was born in Kafr El-Moseilha on the 4th. May, 1928, in Lower Egypt.  Even though he had a career in the
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‘We look to thy shining, sweet Star of the Sea.’

There is an island, almost on the equator, where
the large bright eyes of the stars seem to gaze
intently on the land below.  What are they
looking at?

Perhaps She who is called ‘Star of the Sea’
is watching over the light of faith spreading
over this blessed island of Mombasa.  In par-
ticular, there is a school named after her, where
at present there are well over a thousand pupils
in three distinct schools, Nursery, Primary and
Secondary, of high reputation.

It all started ninety years ago, when two
White Sisters landed in Mombasa and were

The 1940 Star of the Sea School Orchester
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Star of the Sea
Compiled by Sr. Mary Lampard WS.

asked by the Holy Ghost Fathers to open, not
only a dispensary, but also an inter-racial
school, to cater for those children who fell out-
side the Government policy of establishing
three types of schools: for Africans, Asians
and Europeans respectively.

The land belonged to the Sultan of Zanzibar,
whose representative was called the Liwali.
The son of the latter advised the Sisters to apply
for a plot of land for the school; one acre was
granted to them, just south of the railway.  Later
the railway officials agreed to make a stop
outside the Convent for the use of the school
children.  But the beginnings of the school

The Liwali, Sir Ali Bin Salim, made further
donations of land to allow for expansion.  In
1954 the laying of the foundation stone of a
new building was the occasion for changing
the name of the school to Star of the Sea.

During World War II the evacuation of
women and children was obligatory and the
Royal Navy rented the Convent and school
buildings.  However in 1943 classes resumed
and two years later the first three students
succeeded in the London Matriculation Exam-
ination.  Music had got off to a good start back
in 1933 when a candidate from Standard V
passed the piano examination of the Trinity
College of Music (London).  Domestic Science
was added to the curriculum.

In 1963 Kenya became an independent
country.  The school system was altered and
was no longer divided along racial lines.  Con-
sequently at Star of the Sea, Africanization
went forward apace, both for students and staff.
The White Sisters had already handed over the
Headship of the Secondary School to a Goan
lady and she was replaced in 1974 by an African.
The present Headmistress is Mrs. Lorna Amuka,
a most dedicated and well qualified lady, who
delights in studying for her M.A. during the
school holidays!  The Headship of the Primary
School and the whole Nursery School were
handed over to the St. Joseph Sisters, an African
Congregation.  The Cambridge syllabus has
been replaced by the Kenya School Certificate

were very modest: in 1910 it opened
with two pupils!

Meanwhile the Sisters had to live.
They raised goats, hens, and rabbits,
grew maize and beans and planted fruit
trees and vegetables which they sold.

A few years later a new call came
for the Sisters’ zeal.  A coastal tribe of
Africans, called the Kavirondo, flocked
on to the island.  The women lived with
the Sisters and received Christian instruc-
tion and learned domestic work.  Soon
Development Centres, called Mandeleo
Clubs, sprang up under the Sisters’ direc-
tion in at least five places in Mombasa.
African boys and girls were given morning
classes.

By 1932 there were fifty children reg-
istered at the inter-racial school, called
the Convent School.  The Mother Superior
used to drive a small bus around the island
to pick up the pupils, presumably those
who lived too far from the train.

Numbers rose steadily.  Nationalities
included Goans, Seychelles, Indians,
Anglo-Indians, Japanese and one European.



her Secondary with brilliant Form IV results.
After passing Form VI at Loreto, Nairobi, she
was admitted to one of the five top U.S. uni-
versities, Duke University, North Carolina, to
study chemistry.  

She worked so successfully there that she
was elected to membership of ‘the ancient and
honourable fraternity of Phi Beta Kappa,’
whose primary purpose is to honour and
encourage all those who by their studies give
promise of furthering the intellectual and
moral life of the nation.

Her research lies in exploring the factors
which regulate gene expression and which may
cause cancer when mutated.  She was one of
three researchers in basic genetics and biology
who were recruited for the Comprehensive
Cancer Centre (Alabama).

Dr. Ruheena Mendes M.R.C.P.
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and … white-ant-proof.  A brass plate inserted
on the front has the inscription ‘Gift from
H.E. President Mzee Jomo Kenyatta to Star
of the Sea School.’

Star of the Sea has won many prizes and
frequently come top of the Kenya Music
Festival held every year.  The Festival lasts a
whole fortnight and includes not only school
choirs but also such items as Islamic religious
song, Singing Games (Western style and
African style) and verse speaking in English,
Kiswahili, French and German.

SOME SPECIAL ‘OLD GIRLS’ FROM STAR OF THE SEA

Dr. Jamila Salim Iddi PhD.

Jamila Horabin (née Salim Iddi) started her
schooling in 1964 at Star of the Sea Nursery
School, continued her Primary and completed

syllabus.  Many new subjects have been added
to the curriculum.  Forms I and II take thirteen
subjects and the minimum required in Form
IV is ten.  This includes Religious Education,
which is obligatory.  The Kenyan Education
authorities, to their great credit, deemed Religion
to be necessary for full human development.
Since all schools are now multi-racial and multi-
denominational, all religious groups have to
be catered for; so there are Christian, Hindu
and Islamic teachers.  Social Ethics can be
opted for to replace any particular religion.  

Exciting new subjects have been introduced,
such as farming.  Visitors to the school can count
on being served fresh, creamy milk, straight
from Star cows, freshly laid eggs, straight from
Star hens and fresh vegetables straight from
the Star garden.  In 1994 the school participated
in the Universal Postal Union Letter-writing

The late President Jomo Kenyatta handing the keys of the piano to Sr. Cecilia Mary
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Competition and won the three top positions.
The school’s record in science is excellent.
Students presented talks and exhibits on such
topics as ‘Beauty’, ‘Brain Surgery’ and ‘Insomnia’.

MUSIC

Music has played an important part in the his-
tory of the school, as the following event shows.  

Kenya’s first President, Mzee (Elder) Jomo
Kenyatta, loved to be entertained by a variety
of choirs at State House, whenever he visited
Mombasa.  The Star of the Sea choir, taught
by Sr. Cecilia MSOLA, soon became his fa-
vourite.  He was so pleased with them that he
promised them a piano.  Of the night when he
was to fulfil his promise, Sister Cecilia wrote:

‘Patiently we awaited Mzee’s arrival.  I
did my utmost to conceal my nervousness as
to whether the children would decide to sing
flat for a change, start on the wrong note, forget

the words and a hundred and one other
calamities that could befall us.’

None of these appalling catastrophes
seems to have materialised, for after enjoy-
ing the dancing and singing, the President
rose to speak.  

‘It, was’, wrote Sister Cecilia, ‘as
though a father was chatting with his
children.  “Last year”, he said, “when
these children came and sang for me, I
offered them a gift.  I thought I would go
to Nairobi, buy a piano, ask Sister and
the children to come to State House in
Nairobi and get it.  But it was not as easy
as that.” ’

He went on to recount his to-ing and
fro-ing until he was finally able to get
just what they wanted - in England.  He
ended by handing the key to Sister Cecilia,
telling her to try it out and see if she liked it.

It was, indeed, a dream piano, a Challen,
the model used by the BBC, fully tropical-
ized, especially made for a hot climate
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Dr. Ruheena Mendes M.R.C.P.

Ruheena did her Primary schooling at Loreto,
Mombasa and joined Star of the Sea School
in 1982 for two years.  She came to England
and did medicine at Guy’s and St. Thomas’s
Schools of Medicine, London.  She has written
several articles and presented papers at Confer-
ences in Edinburgh and in San Antonio, Texas.

Khadija Karim

Another outstanding Old Girl of Star of the
Sea has become the Provincial Director of

Ward method to become first-class singers.)

She still helps part-time in the school li-
brary, gives some piano lessons and prepares
little children for their First Communion.

And so ends ninety years of service in
Mombasa given by the White Sisters, from
the two who arrived there in 1909 till the last
in 1999.  But the Show goes on ... in African
hands ... under the shining of Mary, Star of
the Sea.

Dr. Jamila Horabin PhD
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Education in Kenya.  She is proud of being
the first Arab student at Star of the Sea.  Despite
the segregation laws of the time, under which
she would normally have gone to an Arab
school, she managed to get herself admitted
to the Star Secondary School.  She has been
in her present important position for ten
years or more.

Sister Cecilia Mary Commissariat

She is probably the best known ‘Old Girl’ of
the Star.  She was sent there by her Zoroastrian
parents, in 1933 at the age of seven, because
of its standard of education and despite some
fears that their daughter would want to become
a Christian.  Of course that is exactly what
happened, but she waited until she was twenty-
one, when she came to England for teacher
training, but really in order to be baptised.  

Later she Joined the Missionary Sisters
of Our Lady of Africa, and after profession
was sent back to Mombasa, where she taught
for thirty-eight years in Star of the Sea.  She
has trained generations of choir members (in-
cluding ‘little growlers’, transformed by the
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MISSIONARY
OVEMENTS

ARRIVALS

Fr. Aylward Shorter from Kenya ①

Fr. George Smith from Tanzania ②

Fr. Peter Smith from Tanzania ②

Fr. Hugh Regan from Nigeria  ③
Fr. Terry Madden from the Philippines 
Sr. Vivien Mary from Kenya  ①
Sr. Winifred Henderson from Northern Ireland

DEPARTURES

Sr. Sr Jeannette Tremblay to France

①

②

③

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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This letter was sent to us by Aloysius Beebwa,
who is a student at St. Edward’s College.  It
is a reminder of how contributions to the St.
Anthony’s Novena and St. Anthony’s Burse
help to educate White Fathers today.  Manuel,
Didier, Pierre and Lawrence will be known
to some of our readers.  I am sure that we all
wish them well in their work in Africa.

Dear friends,

While this year’s St. Anthony’s Novena was
going on, the 13th. to 21st. June, something
important was happening here at 46 Totteridge
Common.  We were saying good bye to yet
another academic year on the 15th. June.  It
was a unique occasion.  Manuel, Didier, Pierre
and Lawrence (having been ordained Deacons
in December, 1999, at Kentish Town Parish,
London, by Vincent Nichols, now Archbishop
of Birmingham) were leaving shortly for their
ordinations to the Priesthood and then later in
the year for their places of first appointment

The back row from left to right: Didier, Lawrence (behind the lady in red), Archbishop Vincent Nichols,
Pierre and Manuel, after the Diaconate in Kentish Town Parish
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cut after birth.  Yet it is natural to move on,
to go somewhere else, to start a new life and
to grow.  

For those who stay, there will be a basic change
of activity.  Some will go to follow the Ignatian
Spiritual exercises in form of a thirty-day
retreat.  We may wish to ask their prayers.
Others will go to learn French.  However, the
house will be running throughout the summer.
That means we will need to keep the place
in turns.  This is what we call home service.
With our meagre numbers, each of us may
have to give a little more of his time than the
previous years.  

According to the provisional lists for the new
arrivals, our community should increase con-
siderably in the next academic year.  So please
continue the prayers begun during the time of
the Novena that the Lord blesses us with more
people who are willing to come to prepare
for the task of evangelisation in the world.  
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in Africa.  Manuel
will go to Central
Africa, Didier to
West Africa, Pierre
to North Africa and
Lawrence, the first
Sudanese White
Father, to East
Africa.

Departures are never
easy.  When people
move, bonds are
shaken up and are
sometimes broken.
It is nearly like the
separation that
happens when the
umbilical cord is

GOOD BYE TO FOUR NEW WHITE FATHERS

and other parts of Northern Ireland had built
a ‘Peace Garden.’  There they had held daily
meditation sessions, orientation and educational
programmes on the art and culture of peace, as
well as entertainment and discussion sessions.
On Saturday morning we started with an ecu-
menical prayer service in the large prayer corner
that the young people had made in the garden.
There were Celtic symbols made of brick, stones,
pebbles, earth, plants, flowers etc.

I was amazed at seeing the variety of people
there - about 100 women and men from all over
the world, of different faiths, religions, cultures
and ages.  I was welcomed very warmly, as if
I had been a long-time friend or sister.  That
touched me deeply.

The period of Universal Worship was followed
by the ‘Bridge of Peace Ceremony.’  The young
people had built a small wooden bridge in the
garden.  We walked, two by two, coming from
opposite ends, across the bridge, the women

residing in Ealing, London, tells of a Peace and
Reconciliation Conference she attended in Belfast.

A few weeks ago I had the visit of a Japanese
lady, Mrs. Mayumi Fugii, on the leadership
committee of the Women’s Federation for World
Peace in U.K. (WFWP).  We had been meeting
together with other women over the past two
or three years.  She invited me to attend a Con-
ference on ‘Peace and Reconciliation’ in Belfast.

The Women’s Federation for World Peace in
UK had organized a ‘Bridge of Peace Ceremony’
where women and girls from different countries
could unite to form a ‘sisterhood’ in order to
overcome national barriers.  I recognized in
its programme something of our Congregation’s
vision and project.  Besides, anything connected
with world peace and reconciliation interests
me.  It was arranged that I should go.

I attended only the last two days of the Confer-
ence in Belfast.  The previous week, a group
of young women from London, Dublin, Belfast

SISTER JACQUELINE RONDEAU

We thank Manuel, Didier,
Pierre and Lawrence for their
presence in the last few years
here.  Their incredible generos-
ity will be prized.  We thank
God for their families and
friends.  Our paths will cross
one day somewhere hopefully.
Courage as you learn new
languages or polish up the old
ones.  The Lord will be with
you for all time.  You are wel-
come at St. Edward’s College.
Somebody on duty will open
the door and offer at least a
cup of tea or a glass of water.  

Ciao and God bless.
Aloysius Beebwa.
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Sr. Jacqueline Rondeau (left) with Pat Iverson
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ent denominations to talk together, to understand
one another, to forgive one another and to work
for a future of peace and reconciliation.

Their work includes youth leadership training
and personal development programmes, aimed
at equipping young people to become actively
involved in reconciliation in their own commu-
nities. They also work with women’s groups,
single parents, supporting families in their own
particular situations, coping with issues in-
cluding family breakdown, domestic violence,
bereavement and the special problems which
arise when a family member is in prison.  They
work with churches of all denominations, en-
couraging ecumenical contacts, co-operation
and partnership.

The ‘Columbanus Community of Reconcilia-
tion’ is another active group.  They too offer

first, then the men.  As we met in the middle
of the bridge, we bowed to each other asking
for peace and reconciliation in the whole world,
especially in Northern Ireland; then we hugged
each other as a sign of personal commitment
to work for this.  As we walked together to the
same end of the bridge, each one was given a
lovely fresh white rose; and finally, we were
welcomed by all into the Peace Garden.  The
whole ceremony, quite long, was very mean-
ingful.  I will never forget that experience!

The ‘Peace Garden’ is situated just behind the
house owned by the ‘Columbanus Community
of Reconciliation’, where some of us shared a
room.  We all had rather rudimentary accom-
modation - which was all for the best in the
circumstances.

On Saturday afternoon, after soup and sandwich-
es, eaten standing up in the
garden, the programme fo-
cused on ‘Reconciliation
and Beyond’.  I was very
impressed at seeing all that
is being done in Belfast for
the ministry of peace.  We
usually hear only the bad
news, yet there is terrific
‘good news’ which should
be published and made known
the world over.

A young woman from the
‘Corrymeela Community’
talked about the organization.
They work courageously to
bring together people from
across the sectarian divide
in Northern Ireland, as well
as those from South of the
border and even from further
away.  They facilitate the
meeting of people of differ-
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programmes and meetings for peace and reconcil-
iation and work closely with other communities
and groups.  Their Director is Reverend Glenne
Barclay, a married woman Presbyterian Pastor,
with a family in New Zealand.  She will continue
to work in Belfast for a few more years.  There
are six or seven persons in the Community,
young and old, from different faiths.  One of
them is an elderly Catholic nun from Belfast
- a lovely person!  All are motivated by the
same deep desire for peace and reconciliation
in the world, especially in Northern Ireland.

Another aspect which is a source of great suf-
fering for many people and very acute in the
Belfast situation, is the ‘culture of rivalry’ be-
tween big/small, powerful/weak, Catholic/
Protestant, youth/police.  But, at the same time,
many people long for a counter-culture to this
and there is a growing ‘culture of non-rivalry’
among those committed to live a culture of
equality, of respect for differences, of reverence
of all human beings.
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filled the Saturday evening and Sunday.  I en-
joyed Sister Carmel of the Sisters of Sion, who
shared with us her experience with the Jewish
community in Dublin.  Tommy O’Reilly, a young
man involved in inter-community development
in Belfast, was also interesting.  Both speakers
were very genuine, sincerely committed and
excellent at communicating hope and inspiration.

This weekend was a very special one for me.
The broadening of my horizon was uplifting
and life giving, expanding the mind and heart.
I was deeply impressed by the strength of com-
mitment, of faith, hope and love, in the people
I met and with whom I lived during those two
days.  I felt challenged about my own readiness
to work for peace and reconciliation in my own
life and environment, knowing that dialogue
is a key to reconciliation and requires mutual
knowledge, listening and understanding.

The White Fathers Parents and Friends Association
invite you to the Annual Reunion on Sunday 27th. August, 2000, at 

St. Coulmbkille’s Church and Hall, Main Street, Rutherglen.
Mass at 2.30pm. followed by lunch and entertainment

Tickets: £4.50 Adults, £2.00 Children are available, by post of phone, from:
9 Milrig Road, Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 2NG.  tel. 0141-613 0209

All are very welcome and we look forward to meeting you

THE WHITE FATHERS PARTENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION

writes from Kasama, Zambia
to tell us about the ‘Magnificat’
of Bana Chomba, a Widow
with seven Children.

Let me begin at the beginning.
In May, 1999, when our Archbishop celebrated
his Silver Jubilee as Bishop, we also had two
ladies from Germany as guests.  

They made friends with many people.  Among
them were two girls who are in Grade II in our
Girls’ High School.  They must have talked
about their families, their mothers being widows,
their hardships etc.

The ladies decided to send some money through
the Archbishop’s Office to help the families
lighten the burden of school fees.  The money

SISTER HILDEGUNDE SCHMIDT
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Sharing joyful Magnificat in Kasama
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arrived in August, so we could already
pay for the new school term.

A few days ago, the mother of one of the
girls came to express her gratitude.  Here-
after I am trying to write the words she
used.  Her Praise was like a Magnificat!
I am still full of joy as I think of this won-
derful woman.

‘I praise God, who has never abandoned
me, who now has shown me again
how much He loves and cares for
me and my family.

I praise God, the Creator, who made
those two ladies in Germany, who
made them come so far to Zambia to
meet my daughter.

‘If I were a dog, I would wag my tail!’
(Bemba proverb)

How much God helps me!  My husband
died three years ago.  

He left me seven children.  He was so
good to me -

He never beat me!  He was like a father
and brother to me!

Sometimes he had prepared the food 
when I came late from selling in the

market.  
How could I have married my husband’s

brother?
He himself has to care for eight children.
I could not forget my husband, my father, my

brother!

My first-born daughter got pregnant in Grade
Nine.  Now I have

eight children to look after.  Children are a
gift from the Lord!

How much I have to thank God for!

‘If I were a dog, I would wag my tail!’

∞ § ∞

He would call, ‘Come and taste my food.’  
At times he would iron the clothes, 
or clean the kitchen after he had sent us to

Sunday Mass, 
he himself going to a later Mass.
Oh, my husband!  He still prays for me!

I could never have married again!
I was told to marry my husband’s brother, but

I refused.
I just accepted the ‘bulungu’ (beads tied

around the wrist to chase away evil spirits).
How could I have married again, for I had

had such a good husband!

Name Diocese/Country Place/Country Killed Date
Alfred Paulmier Paris, France El-Goléa, Sahara, Algeria 20/01/1876
Pierre-Louis Bouchand Lyon, France El-Goléa, Sahara, Algeria 20/01/1876
Philippe Ménoret Nantes, France El-Goléa, Sahara, Algeria 20/01/1876
Louis Dioré Vannes, France St. Monique, Algeria 11/02/1880
Maximilien Blum Würtzburg, Germany Busanda, Tanzania 27/03/1880
Joseph Augier Belley, France Rumonge, Burundi 04/05/1881
Toussaint Deniaud Nantes, France Rumonge, Burundi 04/05/1881
Louis Richard Nantes, France Sahara, Algeria 21/12/1881
Gaspard Morat Chambéry, France Sahara, Algeria 21/12/1881
Alexis Pouplard Angers, France Sahara, Algeria 21/12/1881
Paulin Loupias Rodez, France Rwaza, Rwanda 01/04/1910
Jean Tabart Versailles, France El Bayadh, Algeria 28/08/1956
Jean-Batiste Barbier Rennes, France Saharidj, Algeria 30/09/1956
Hubert Bruchez Sion, Switzerland Ighil-Mahani, Algeria 22/10/1956
Réne Husson Nancy, France Ouleddjellal, Algeria 28/12/1959
Rqnaat De Vos Antwerp, Belgium Bukavu, Zaïre 16/02/1961
Paul Py Besançon, France St. Cyprien, Algeria 05/10/1962
Bernard Chassine Chartres, France St. Cyprien, Algeria 05/10/1962
Constant Leenaers Hasselt, Belgium Kalemie, Zaïre 11/08/1964
Gaston Stove Brugge, Belgium Kalemie, Zaïre 11/08/1964
Laurent Coninx Hasselt, Belgium Aba, Zaïre 27/11/1964
Paul d'Hoore Brugge, Belgium Aba, Zaïre 27/11/1964
Albert Verlinden Antwerp, Belgium Aba, Zaïre 27/11/1964
Charles Pauwelijn Brugge, Belgium Aba, Zaïre 27/11/1964
Paul Leys Brugge, Belgium Aba, Zaïre 27/11/1964
Leo De Meyer Antwerp, Belgium Aba, Zaïre 27/11/1964
Eugène Pauwelijn Brugge, Belgium Bunia, Zaïre 01/12/1964
Pierre De Meyer Antwerp, Belgium Bunia, Zaïre 01/12/1964
Louis Smissaert Brugge, Belgium Bunia, Zaïre 01/12/1964
Peter Biewer Middlesbrough, England Nyegezi, Tanzania 24/12/1969
Wilhelm Becker Trier, Germany Virika, Uganda 19/03/1970
Jean-Paul Demers St. Jean, Canada Entebbe, Uganda 25/01/1971
Gérard Perreault St. Hyacinthe, Canada Entebbe, Uganda 25/01/1971
Georges Rogé Nancy, France Tizi-Ouzou, Algeria 04/01/1972
Arnold Knevels Hasselt, Belgium Muyange, Burundi 18/02/1980
Wilfred Lépine Joliette, Canada Kampala, Uganda 18/02/1980
Joseph Maillard Nantes, France Kampala, Uganda 12/05/1984
Georges Bodinier Laval, France West Rand, South Africa 03/02/1985
Alexandre You Luçon, France Ibanda, Uganda 15/04/1991
Wolfgang Nonn Trier, Germany Ede, Nigeria 15/02/1994
André Caloone Lille, France Ruhuha, Rwanda 07/04/1994
Joaquin Vailmajó Gerona, Spain Kageyo, Rwanda 26/04/1994
Christian Chessel Nice, France Tizi-Ouzou, Algeria 27/12/1994
Jean Chevillard Angers, France Tizi-Ouzou, Algeria 27/12/1994
Charles Deckers Antwerp, Belgium Tizi-Ouzou, Algeria 27/12/1994
Alain Dieulangard St. Brieuc, France Tizi-Ouzou, Algeria 27/12/1994
Robert Besson Nîmes, France Kisangani, Zaïre 21/12/1995
Guy Pinard Trois-Rivièrs, Canada Kampanga, Rwanda 02/02/1997
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Let Us Pray
For the following 

who have died recently:

May they rest in peace

"Come, you whom my Father has blessed,

take for your heritage

the kingdom prepared for you

since the foundation of the world".

(Mt. 25.34)
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Mrs Betty Anhoury, Kismuil, 
Stoneykirk Road, Stranraer.

Mrs Noreen Arbuckle, 14 Patrick Street,
Derry City, N.Ireland.

Mrs C Armitage, 47 Dawlish Mount, 
York Road, Leeds.

Andrew Brown, 101 Kilpatrick Gardens,
Clarkston, Renfrewshire.

Mrs Helen Brown, 10 Castleview Terrace,
Bonny Bridge, Stirlingshire.

Mr John Brown, Newton Aycliffe,
Co.Durham.

Mr Peter Burke, 1 Chester Street, Widnes,
Cheshire.

Mrs Christina Casey, 184 Dumers Lane,
Radcliffe, Manchester.

Mrs E Charles, 4 East Main Holdings,
Ingleston, Newbridge.

Mrs Margaret Denholm, 20 Coll Street,
Newmains, Lanarkshire.

Mrs Ann Sheila Dobson, 1 Lyndale Avenue,
Blackburn, Lancs.

Mr Norman A Engleby, 5 The Gardens,
Washington, Tyne & Wear.

Mrs Catherine Flannery, 
954 Mosspark Drive, Glasgow.

Kathleen Gaughan, 4 Ladycroft, Balerno,
Midlothian.

Helen Gaughan, 41 Bavelaw Gardens,
Balerno, Midlothian.

Miss Joan Geraghty, 314 Boothferry Road,
Hessle, Humberside.

Mr Patrick Hamilton, Stevenston, Ayrshire.
Dr R H Hardy, 3 St Michael’s Court,

Belmont Abbey, Hereford.
Fr. Herbert Herrity, W.F., 

The White Fathers, 9 Milrig Road,
Rutherglen, Glasgow.

Mr Arthur Hodge, 71B Bryansford Road,
Newcastle, Co.Down, N.Ireland.

Mr Michael Jarlath Hynes, (Co-founder of
the Pelicans) 7 Tandlewood Park,
Royton, Oldham, Lancs.

Eddie Kennedy, Graham Street, Johnstone,
Renfrewshire.

Jack & Anne Lally, 21 Northfield Cottages,
West Calder, West Lothian.

Mrs Victoria Laugher, 9 Hartley Meadows,
Whitchurch, Hants.

Margaret McCluskey, 74 Terregles Drive,
Glasgow.

Mrs Mary McGoldrick, 
166 Landemar Drive, Rutherglen,
Glasgow.

Mr James McGrath, Flat 5, 2 Main Street,
Uddingston, Lanarkshire.

Mr Hugh McGuinness, 30 Sandwood Road,
Cookston, Glasgow.

Mr John McHugh, 18 Botoner Road,
Coventry.

Miss Elizabeth Martin, 19 Locksley Road,
Paisley.

Mr Peter Morgan, 58 Stanhope Road,
Reading.

Mrs Jessie Morrison, 15 Kirkton Place, 
The Village, East Kilbride.

Miss Mary Murray, 28 Stewart Court, 
West Calder, West Lothian.

Mr A O’Doherty, Killaloonty, Weir Road,
Co.Galway, Eire.

Mrs Orsi, East Kilbride.
Mrs Margaret O’Sullivan.
Mrs Helen Riley, Flat 20 - The Mews,

Beaufort Road, Sale, Cheshire.
Mrs Roberts, 10 Vicars Cross Court, 

Vicars Cross Road, Chester.
Mrs Mary C Rogers, 15 Eskdale Street,

Glasgow.
Mrs Jean Rooney, 5 Kinpurnie Road,

Oldhall, Paisley.

Mr K L Rosenvinge, 8 Meadow Bank,
Eversley Park Road, London.

Mr Stringer, 63 Dawstone Road, Heswall,
Wirral.

Mrs Sullivan, 19 River Walk, 
Walton on Thames, Surrey.

Mr Thomas Tansey, 9 Signal Hayes Road,
Walmley, Sutton Coldfield, 
West Midlands.

Mrs A M Taylor, 17 Church Lane, Bolton,
Lancs.

Mr R Williams, 7 Rosehall Court, Gladstone
Street, Peterborough.

Mrs E M Woodhams, 15 Gladstone Road,
Urmston, Manchester.

Millie Wright, 40 Kirton Lane, Thorne,
Doncaster.

✟ THE OBITUARY LISTS ✟
Please note that the latest dates for receiving names to include in the Obituary List are as follows:

Issue No. Months Latest Date
354 Oct.-Nov. 2000 18th. July, 2000
355 Dec.-Jan. 2001 18th. September, 2000
356 Feb.-March 2001 18th. November, 2000
357 April-May 2001 18th. January, 2001
358 June-July 2001 18th. March, 2001
359 Aug.-Sept. 2001 18th. May, 2001
360 Oct.-Nov. 2001 18th. July, 2001
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